Fear  no  people  week  sensitizes  students 


byToddWeldon 
Strobe  staff 


Ask  me  about  my  religious 
background.  Ask  me  about  my 
ethnic  heritage.  Many  students 
asked  why  other  students  wore 
tags  with  these  statements  and 
why  some  students  were  blind- 
folded and  led  around  campus  by 
aides. 

Fear  No  People,  a  week  long 
program  sponsored  by  the  the 
Office  of  Residence  Life,  Pro- 
grams Committee,  Student  Gov- 
ernment Association,  Access, 
WXPL,  and  the  Sociology  Club, 
was  geared  to  join  people  together 
and  sensitize  the  campus  on  the 
issues  of  diversity. 

With  the  help  of  Residence 
Life,  Laurie  Hamilton  organized 
the  program  and  explains,  "this 
was  meant  to  be  a  conscious  rais- 
ing,peopleappreciationendeavor, 
not  an  attempt  to  assert  that  our 
values  are  the  right  ones.  In  fact, 
someoftheparticipatingstudents 
expressed  their  questionable  val- 


ues and  beliefs." 

For  Collette  Picard,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Sociology  Club,  the 
program  was  a  personally  con- 
scious raising  experience.  On 
the  first  day,  she  was  worried 
aboutwearing  thereligious  back- 
ground tag.  "I  was  apprehensive 
about  wearing  the  tag  because  I 
didn'tagree  with  all  the  beliefs." 

SGA  member,  Rox-z  Silva, 
wore  her  religious  tag  with  a 
cross  and  a  question  mark  to 
show  that  she,  too,  was  unsure 
about  her  religious  beliefs.  The 
program  however,  gave  her  the 
opportunity  to  examine  her  be- 
liefs as  well  as  the  beliefs  of 
others. 

Marke  Vickers,  Director  of 
Admissions,  wore  the  tags  each 
day  because  it  was  a  "conversa- 
tion entry."  Vickers,  who  was 
sure  about  her  religious  beliefs, 
commented,  "thereallyreligious 
have  to  realize  andaccept  others, 
even  if  they  don'tshare  the  same 
convictions." 

Vickers,  along  with  profes- 


Visions  displays 
student  talent 


by  James  Finn 
Strobe  staff 

Beginning  April  22  and  run- 
ning through  May  3  thecommu- 
nicationsdepartmentwill  behost- 
ing  its  ninth  annual  "Visions" 
exhibition.  Students  are  urged  to 
submit  work  in  the  categories  of 
photography,  graphic  design, 
computer  graphics,  film,  video, 
and  technical  writing. 

Allworkssubmittedarejudged 
by  a  committee  made  up  of  fac- 
ulty, with  some  student  partici- 
pation. The  professors  on  the 
jury  will  judge  only  the  works 
submitted  in  theirparticular  con- 
centration. There  is  no  one 
winner,  but  rather  several  win- 
ners from  each  category. 

The  winning  works  will  be 
displayed  in  the  campus  center 
gallery.  There  will  be  a  special 
gallery  reception  and  screening 
of  the  winning  works  on  April 
22  between  6:00  and  8:00  p.m. 
At  this  time,  the  artists  and  judges 
will  be  available  for  comments. 

Thisyearscoordinator  for  "Vi- 
sions 91,"  Dr.  Elliot  Hoffman, 
professor  of  communications,  is 
looking  forward  to  viewing  the 
students'  entries.  "Visions  91" 
is  a  student  honors  show.  It  al- 
lows students  to  have  their  works 
publicly  displayed."  Dr.  Char- 
les Sides,  professor  of  technical 


writing,  expects  to  see  many 
technical  writing  entries  that  are 
at  professional  level.  "I  have 
seen  some  students'  work  and  it 
is  of  professional  quality.  I  ex- 
pect to  see  more  like  them  when 
I  judge  the  entries." 

Dr.  Sides  says  that  he  plans  to 
see  a  variety  of  works  submitted 
rangingfrominstructionalmanu- 
als  to  brochures.  "A  lot  of  the 
works  received  will  probably  be 
aboutaproductofindustry,"said 
Dr.  Sides. 

Other  works  submitted  may 
include  instructional  man uals.lit- 
erature  on  public  relations,  print 
advertisingandscripts.Dr.  Sides 
will  be  judging  all  entries  ac- 
cording to  their  professional 
standards. 

Film  entries,  according  Dr. 
Hoffman,  will  range  from  docu- 
mentaries to  dramatic  works. 

Although  "Visions91"is  spon- 
sored by  the  communications 
department,  it  is  open  to  any 
student  who  would  like  to  sub- 
mit a  work  in  one  of  the  catego- 
ries being  judged.  All  entries 
must  be  turned  in  no  later  than 
April  4,  between  the  hours  of  9 
a.m.  and  4  p.m.,  outside  of  Im- 
age Systems.  Students  inter- 
ested should  pick  up  an  applica- 
tion form  at  Image  Systems  or 
contact  Dr.  Hoffman. 


sor  of  Social  Sciences,  Alex 
Donhor,  raved  that  the  program 
was  a  creative  project  towards 
reducing  discrimination. 

Picard  admitted  that  she  didn't 
know  much  about  her  French- 
Canadian  heritage.  The  ethnic 
heritage  tags  were  worn  on  day 
two  of  the  program.  By  doing  a 
Uttle  research,  Picard  has  begun 
to  understand  hers  and  realized 
that,  "you  shouldn't  be  afraid, 
people  like  to  talk  about  their 
backgrounds,  you  justhave  tobe 
willing  to  ask." 

The  third  day  was  geared 
towards  ableism.  Hamilton  de- 
fined it  as,  "the  discrimination 
against  people  with  physical  dis- 
abilities or  those  who  are  physi- 
callychallenged."  Studentswho 
participated  wereblindfoldedfor 
the  day  and  guided  around  the 
campus.  The  purpose  was  to 
give  students  an  understanding 
of  how  it  feels  to  be  a  physically 
challenged  person  havingto  ma- 
neuver around  the  campus. 

Brian  Gill,  station  manager 
of  WXPL,  was  blindfolded  for 


the  day  and  found  it  scary  be- 
cause, "I  had  trouble  with  all  the 
stairs  on  this  campus."  From  the 
experience,  Gill  realized  how  im- 
portant accessibility  is  for  physi- 
cally challenged  students. 

David  Patten  praised  the  ef- 
forts made  by  the  blindfolded 
students.  He  said,  "any  attempt 
that'smadetomakepeopleaware 
that  differences  exist  among 
individuals  is  important"  Pat- 
ten, who  is  himself  physically 
challenged,  went  on  to  say  that 
"ithelps  the  non-handicapped  stu- 
dents to  understand  their  own 
fears  and  perhaps  put  some  of 
those  fears  to  rest" 

Tom  Silver,  a  Human  Service 
and  Sociology  major,  feltthatthe 
program  was  a  good  idea  and 
well  intended/'yetoneday  doesn't 
giveatruepictureofbeingblind." 
As  an  analogy,  Silver  said  that  if 
a  student  were  to  be  suddenly 
placed  in  the  setting  of  Beijing, 
China  for  the  day,  that  student 
would  find  it  difficult  to  commu- 
nicate and  understand  the  culture 
of  the  Chinese.  However,  if  the 


same  student  were  tohvein  China 
permanently,  they  would  learn 
to  communicate  and  adapt  to  the 
culture  and  eventually  it  would 
no  longer  be  foreign  to  them. 

Silver  believes  that  the  public 
has  a  negative  view  towards  the 
blindbecause  they  are  viewed  as 
being  helpless  and  not  able  to 
function  in  the  working  world  or 
asanormalperson.Thebestway 
to  break  the  negative  myths  and 
misconceptions,  suggests  Silver, 
is  to  conduct  seminars.  Silver 
wouldlikeguestspeakerstoshare 
how  they  have  overcome  their 
physical  challenges.  This  would 
focus  on  disabled  people's  func- 
tioning abilities  in  the  working 
world. 

Overall,  those  students  who 
participated  found  it  to  be  a 
positive  experience.  Michelle 
Clark  of  the  Programs  Commit- 
tee realized  how  much  curiosity 
students  displayed  toward  the 
program.  Clark  explained  that, 
"it  was  a  learning  experience, 
we  were  like  information  booths, 
we  learned  about  others." 


FSC  offers  daycare 


by  James  Finn 
Strobe  staff 

Fitchburg  State  College  is  cur- 
rently offering  a  child  day  care 
center  in  the  lower  level  of  the 
McKay  Campus  School.  Chil- 
dren of  students,  faculty,  staff 
and  the  community  ages  2.9  to  6 
years  old  are  eligible  for  enroll- 
ment. The  child  development 
center  is  open  during  the  school 
week  from  7:30a.m.  to  5:30p.m. 

The  center  has  a  variety  of  dif- 
ferent plans  a  child  could  enroll 
in.  The  rates  for  a  full  day  is 
$17.00,  a  half  day  is  $10.40.  For 
students  who  only  have  one  hour 
class  on  a  particular  day  the  rate 
forthehourwouldbe$2.50.  There 
is  also  an  extended  dayrate  which 
is  for  more  than  8.5  hours  a  day. 
Thatrateis$2.50perhour.  These 
are  the  current  prices  and  are  not 
subject  to  change  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  year. 

The  center  has  been  open  for 
approximatelyoneyear.  Accord- 
ing to  Tina  Gendon,  manager  of 


the  Child  Development  Center, 
there  was  a  great  need  for  the 
center.  Many  students  as  well  as 
faculty  had  been  asking  for  a  day 
care  center  to  keep  their  children 
at  Gendon,  who  has  been  work- 
ing at  the  center  since  it  opened, 
stated  that  she  loves  to  work  with 
children. 

Currently  there  is  an  enroll- 
ment of  22  children  at  the  center. 
There  are  approximately  13-14 
childreninthecenterdaily.  "Many 
people  do  not  know  about  our 
center,"  stated  Gendon.  As  word 
of  mouth  spreads,  Gendon  feels 
that  there  will  be  more  children 
enrolled  in  the  center. 

The  goals  of  the  program  are 
to  provide  warm,  loving  care  in 
the  center.  This  goal  is  based  on 
the  standards  and  Areas  of  the 
National  AcademyofEarlyChild- 
hood  Programs.  A  second  goal 
of  the  program  is  to  integrate  the 
development  center  with  the 
colleges'  early  childhood  educa- 
tion program  .This  will  benefit 
college  students  who  are  plan- 


ning to  enter  into  the  field. 

The  center  is  designed  to 
focusoneachindividualchild's 
age  and  stage  of  growth  and 
development  This  program 
allows  thestaff  to  providechil- 
dren  with  socialization  experi- 
ences as  well  as  teacher  di- 
rected and  free-play  activities. 
The  Child  Development 
Centerincludesalibrary,gymr 
nasium,  and  outdoor  play- 
ground as  well  as  all  of  the 
other  conveniences  offered  by 
the  college.  The  center  is 
equipped  with  up  to  date  child 
care  furnishings  and  interest 
centers.  The  center  also  has  an 
observation  booth  which  al- 
lows parents  and  early  child- 
hood students  to  view  the  chil- 
dren. 

Some  activities  offered  by 
the  center  for  the  children  are 
science  activities,  house  keep- 
ing, arts  and  crafts,  dramatic 
play  and  many  others. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CHANGE  IN  REGISTRATION  PERIOD  ANNOUNCED: 

Because  of  the  rally,  a  couple  of  changes  have  been  made  in  the  registration  process,  scheduled  for 
Thursday,  April4.  Those  students  for  the  class  of  '92  scheduled  to  registerat  1:30p.m.  should  now  register 
beginning  at  1 1 :00a.m.  (but  not  before).  The  class  of  '92  students  scheduled  for  3:00p.m.  registration  will 
not  have  to  change  their  plans. 

C^lSickulandmedanceclasse5ofFSCwillbepresentingDIVERSrrYDANCrNG...THESPIRITOF 
THE  TIMES  on  Tuesday,  April  9lh  at  8:00p.m.  in  Weston  Auditorium.  Admission  is  fifty  cents. 

WXPL  is  pleased  to  present  O  Positive  in  the  Pub  on  April  5th  at  8:00p.m.  Tickets  are  $4:00  for  students. 
Students  must  be  21+  with  a  positive  I.D.  to  drink 

TheStrobewillbehostingan  Open  Houseon  Wednesday  April  3rd  from  10:30a.m.-l:30p.m.  in  TheStrobe 
office.  All  are  invited  to  attend. 

Counseling  Services  will  be  sponsoring  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholic  meetings  every  Thursday  throughout 
the  semester.  Meetings  are  from  3:30-5:30p.m.  in  room  3 12  of  the  Hammond  Building. 

Health  Forms  and  Immunizations  Records  are  now  overdue! !  You  are  "Computer  incapable"  of  being 
registered  for  next  semesters  classes  until  you  comply.  If  you  are  a  new  student  this  semester,  be  sure  your 
papers  are  in  order. 

Assertion  Training  beginning  on  Thursday  April  4,  for  five  weeks,  from  6:00-7:00p.m.  Meetings  are  held 
at  Counseling  Services,  located  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Hammond  Building. 

The  College  Forum  (for  men  only)  will  now  meet  Mondays  from  7:30-8:30p.m.  Meetings  are  held  at 
Counseling  Services,  located  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Hammond  Building. 

BodyImageandYourSelf-Bteemme«tsTuesd^ysfrom7:00-8:00p.m..MeetingsareheldatCounseling 
Services,  located  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Hammond  Building. 


Alumnus 
becomes 
user  friendly 


by  Steve  Webster 
Contributing  writer 

In  the  age  of  computer  tech- 
nology, college  students  may  be 
overwhelmed  by  what  needs  to 
be  learned.  Their  ability  to  use 
word  processors,  spreadsheets, 
databases,  and  computer  graph- 
ics will  be  key  to  their  futures. 
One  person  on  campus  who 
knows  whatstudents  go  through 
is  Laura  Gurley-Mozie. 

As  Staff  Assistant  of  User 
Services,  Gurley-Mozie  assists 
all  those  on  campus  who  need  or 
want  to  learn  how  to  use  com- 
puters. In  addition,  she  obtains 
discounts  for  and  recommends 
the  purchase  of  computers  to 
faculty  andstudents.coordinates 
repairs,  runs  training  sessions, 
writes  an  informational  news- 
letter, and  keeps  up  with  new 
technological  advances,  She's 
also  an  expert  in  school  sup- 
ported software  programs  such 
as  Multimate,  D-Base  3+,  Lotus 
1-2-3,  Ventura,  and  PC  Paint- 
brush. 

Gurley-Mozie's  job  is  not  an 
easy  one,  but  it's  one  she  likes. 
"Ninety  percent  of  the  time  I 
love  my  job,"  she  says.  "It's  a 
demandingjob.butlcan  handle 
it  There  are  rewards;  I  find 
peoplealwaysappreciateitwhen 
I  can  help  them.  It's  almost  like 
social  work." 

You  might  expect  that  her 
educationalbackgroundinvolved 
either  communications  or  com- 
puter science  degrees,  but  she 
accumulated  all  her  computer 
know-how  by  just  sitting  down 
and  using  them. 

Gurley-Mozie  graduated 
Fitchburg  State  College  in  1980 
with  a  bachelor's  in  Special 
Education  (magna  cum  laude) 
and  started  working  as  a  senior 
bookkeeper  in  FSC's  Financial 
Aiddepartment,  In  1983  she  be- 
came head  clerk/office  manager 
of  FSC's  Facilities  department. 


Meanwhile  she  worked  on  a 
master'sdegree  in  Educational 
Technology.  Four  years  ago  in 
1987,  she  started  her  present 
position.  "I  applied  for  the  job 
knowing  I  had  the  experience 
to  train  people.  I  also  knew  I 
had  self-taught  experience  in 
computers,  so  I  figured  why 
notapply.rvenever  been  afraid 
ofthepublicorpublic  settings." 

Gurley-Mozie  feels  that  stu- 
dents need  to  get  more  involved 
with  computers.  Aside  from 
the  communication/media  and 
computer  sciencedepartments, 
theonly  other  students  she  deals 
with  are  education  or  business 
majors. 

Although  the  ratio  of  com- 
puters to  students  is  good  at 
Fitchburg  State,  Laura  has  a 
dream  in  mind.  "If  there  were 
any  way  the  college  could  af- 
ford it,  all  of  the  labs  should  be 
upgraded.  I'd  like  to  see  a  lab 
with  networked  computers,  the 
latest  software,  and  training 
modules  forsoftwareandhard- 
ware.  Computer  literacy  is 
especially  importanttoday.  FSC 
students  need  to  be  aware  of 
computer  uses  in  all  of  their 
prospective  fields." 

Besides  her  job,  she  keeps 
herselfbusyoutsidework.  She's 
presidentoftheFitchburgState 
Alumni  Association,  and  a  fac- 
ulty advisor  for  an  off  campus 
master'sprogram  in  Educational 
Technology.  She  also  enjoys 
painting,  reading  and  hiking. 

Gurley-Mozie  says  she  truly 
believes  in  the  education 
Fitchburg  State  offers  to  stu- 
dents and  feels  that  today's 
student  knows  its  importance. 

When  it  comes  to  comput- 
ers, thebestadvice  shecangive 
is  to  make  regular  backups  of 
your  work.  "If  you  have  back- 
ups yourchancesoflosing  work 
will  be  minimal,"  said  Gurley- 
Mozie.  "Butmostofallrealize 
that  computers  are  reliable  and 
helpful,andhavefun  with  them." 


Correction 


In  the  March  13, 1991  issue  of  The  Strobe,  two  headlines  were 
mistakenly  placed  with  incorrect  stories.  On  page  three  and 
four  headlines  "Career  recruiting  scheduled"  and  "Wagner 
leads  Global  issues  discussions"  were  reversed.  We  apologize 
for  any  inconvenience  this  may  have  caused  our  readers. 


FAST  FUNDRAISING 
PROGRAM 


$i 


IN 

JUST 
ONE 
WEEK. 


Earn  up  to  $1000  in  one  week 
for  your  campus  organization. 

Plus  a  chance  at 
$5000  more! 

This  program  works! 
No  investment  needed. 

Call  1-800-932-0528  Ext.  50 
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C  ommentary 


This  is  the  first  of  a  two  part  series  by  State  Representative  Stanley  Rosenberg 


More  than  350  years  ago,  the  first  private  college  in  America,  Harvard  University,  was  founded  in 
Massachusetts.  Two  hundred  yearslaterthefirstpubUc  college  in  America,  Framingham  StateCollege, 
was  founded  —  again  in  Massachusetts.  Today,  the  colleges  and  universities  in  our  state  are  some  of 
mebestmmecc)untry,representmga412bilhon-a-yearmdustrythatfeedsandbuildsmeMas^ 
economy.  A  tremendous  volume  of  student-related  spending  nets  the  state  a  return  of  six  dollars  for  every 
one  spent  on  higher  education.  When  they  graduate,  Massachusetts  students  drive  every  aspect  of  the 
professional  and  industrial  world,  a  primary  reason  so  many  cutting-edge  businesses  have  developed  and 
located  here.  Because  of  its  commitment  to  higher  education,  Massachusetts  has  throughout  its  history 
been  a  leading  economic  and  social  force. 

Two  higher  education  systems — one  public ,  one  private — have  kindled  our  success.  There  are  more 
private  colleges  per  capita  here  than  in  any  other  state.  These  campuses  attract  students  from  throughout 
the  nation  and  the  world;  in  fact,  most  of  the  students  who  attend  our  private  colleges  aren't  from 
Massachusetts.  Those  who  stay  contribute  greatly  to  our  economy  and  quality  of  life,  but  most  leave 
Massachusetts  when  they  graduate.  It's  our  public  colleges  and  universities  which  are  charged  with 
providing  a  quality,  affordable  education  to  Massachusetts  residents — those  who  will  live,  work,  and 
pay  taxes  ha  throughout  their  lives.  These  are  the  campuses  which  must  prepare  Massachusetts  for  the 
decade  of  the  90s,  when  more  than  half  of  all  new  jobs  created  will  require  at  least  two  years  of  a  college 
education. 

In  the  last  few  years,  every  state  in  the  country  has  increased  funding  for  public  colleges  and 
universities  —  except  Massachusetts.  While  higher  education  spending  rose  by  an  average  of  1 1.6 
percent  nationally,  Massachusetts'  support  for  higher  education  fell  by  twenty  percent  We've  cut 
funding  forpublic  higher  education  by  more  than  $  1 75  million.  Now,  Governor  William  Weld  proposes 
cutting  another  $74  million.  We're  the  only  state  in  the  nation  about  to  cutcollegeand  university  budgets 
for  the  fourth  year  in  a  row.  We  rank  last  in  the  nation  in  terms  of  instructional  spending  per  student  for 
public  higher  education. 

In  a  state  which  relies  so  heavily  on  knowledge  and  human  enterprise  for  its  economic  survival,  this 
is  an  unexplainable  and  unconscionable  course  of  action.  It's  time  to  come  to  our  senses.  We  are  in  the 
midst  of  a  serious  recession.  Preventing  thousands  of  students  from  earning  a  top-notch  college 
education  will  only  worsen  our  economic  problems. 

In  addition  to  slashing  college  and  university  budgets  again,  the  Governor  has  put  two  major  financing 
proposals  on  the  table.  Both  would  send  highereducation  in  exactly  the  wrong  direction.  TheGovernor 
wants  toraise  tuition  dramatically  and,  forpublic  and  private collegestudents  alike,  he  wants  to  eliminate 
state-funded  scholarships,  replacing  them  with  loans. 

Our  state  universities  are  now  the  third  most  expensive  in  the  country.  Our  community  colleges  are 
the  fourth  most  expensive  and  our  state  colleges  are  the  seventh.  Tuition  increased  by  fifty  percent  in 
the  last  three  years  alone.  Mandatory  fees  doubled  and  in  some  cases  are  now  more  than  tuition. 
Governor  Weld,  who  has  offered  several  different  proposals  in  recent  weeks,  initially  suggested 
increasing  tuition  by  at  least  another  twenty  percent.  Raising  tuition  again,  even  modestly,  will  likely 
make  Massachusetts'  public  colleges  and  universities  the  most  expensive  in  the  country. 

More  recently,  the  Governor  called  for  a  system  of  sliding-scale  tuitions,  based  on  each  students' 
ability  to  pay.  At  first  this  concept  seems  appealing,  but  it  quickly  looses  its  shine.  Connecticut,  for 
example,  recently  considered  this  strategy  and  rejected  it.  Sliding-scale  tuition  is  difficult  and  costly  to 
implement  In  adopting  a  sliding-scale  tuition  policy,  Massachusetts  would  risk  losing  valuable  federal 
aid.  Campuses  would  feel  pressured  torecruit  more  and  more  upper-income  students,  displacing  lower- 
income  students  who  m  ightotherwise  attend.  A  sliding-scale  tuition  policy  goes  against  abasic  principle 
of  public  higher  education  finance:  the  subsidy  should  come  form  the  public  treasury,  not  from  other 
students  and  their  families. 

With  student  costs  rising  so  dramatically,  scholarships  have  become  more  essential  than  ever.  For 
many  qualified  but  poor  students,  scholarships  make  the  difference  between  getting  a  college  education 
or  going  without.  Forty  percent  of  the  students  receiving  state  scholarships  come  from  families  with  an 
averageannual  income  of  less  than  $  13 ,000.  The  experience  at  the  federal  level  during  the  1 980'  s  clearly 
demonstrated  that  replacing  scholarships  with  loans  will  significantly  lower  the  number  of  low-income 

What  the  Governor  needs  to  understand  is  that  the  entire  public  higher  education  budget  is,  in  fact, 
a  revolving  loan  fund  and  a  profitable  one,  at  that  For  every  student  educated  at  a  public  campus,  the 
average  cost  to  the  state  is  about  $4,800  a  year.  For  the  small  number  of  students  who  receive 
scholarships,  the  typical  award  is  less  than  $  1 ,500  a  year.  Over  a  four-year  period,  Massachusetts  'might 
"loan"  a  student  $25,200.  But  by  gaining  a  college  education,  studies  have  shown  that  students  increase 
their  lifetime  earning  power  by  as  much  as  $600,000.  The  five  percent  income  tax  on  these  increased 
eamingsalonewill  net  the  state$30,000morethancoveringits  investment  In  addition,  the  increase  sales, 
excise,  meals,  and  capital  gains  taxes  college-educated  workers  will  pay  can  only  further  supplement  the 
state's  treasury.  State  scholarships  and  public  college  subsidies  are  a  rock-solid  investment  Public 
higher  education  is  entrepreneurial  government  at  work. 

Deep  and  repeated  budget  cuts,  higher  and  higher  tuition  and  fees,  and  the  elimination  of  scholarships 
are  all  signs  that  Massachusetts  has  lost  sight  of  the  role  and  importance  of  higher  education.  Public 
higher  education  here  and  across  the  country  provides  the  only  opportunity  for  a  college  education  to 
thousands  of  low  and  moderate  income  students.  It  gives  those  who  would  otherwise  be  kept  on  the 
sidelines  a  chance  to  contribute  and  to  compete. 

We  must  renew  our  historic  commitment  to  a  strong,  internationally  competitive  economy  and  we 
must  build  it  through  a  creative,  thinking,  and  well-trained  workforce  that  only  a  top-notch  higher 
education  system  can  provide.  The  time  for  tinkering  and  shortsightedness  is  over.  It's  time  once  again 
for  Massachusetts  to  invest  in  the  power  of  knowledge. 

Representative  Stan  Rosenberg  of  Amherst  is  a  member  of  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee. 
This  is  the  first  of  a  two-part  series. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Dear  Editor 

A  front  page  article  in  your 
February  27  edition  headlined 
"FSC  studentassaulted"did  more 
of  a  disservice  to  your  readers 
than  you  may  suspect 

Your  reporter,  Mike  Shelton, 
repeatedly  alludes  to  a  so-called 
one-sided  story  that  I  wrote  in  the 
February  20  issue  of  the  Sentinel 
&  Enterprise. 

However,  Mr.  Shelton  failed 
to  report  in  his  story  that  I  at- 
tempted to  gain  comment  from 
William  Thompson,  the  FSC 
student  alleged  to  have  been  at- 
tacked. The  article  further  ne- 
glects to  reflect  that  I  spoke  to  Mr. 
Thompson' s  father  in  an  effort  to 
corroborate  his  son's  story.  His 
son  did  not  return  phone  calls  to 
my  office. 

It  is  also  a  flagrant  violation  of 
journalistic  standards  on  Mr. 
Shelton's  part  to  forego  inter- 
viewing the  Fitchburg  youths 


allegedly  involved  in  the  inci- 
dent Instead,  he  chose  to  draw 
direct  quotes  from  my  story  with- 
out interviewing  the  Fitchburg 
youths  himself.  Certainly,  that 
is  one-sided  and  lazy  reporting 

If  your  reporter  is  so  intent  on 
callmgtrieSentinel&Enterprise's 
story  one-sided,  I  strongly  ques- 
tion his  insistence  on  drawing 
accounts  from  my  piece  and  us- 
ing them  in  his  own  story. 

Finally  as  a  former  Editor  in 
Chief  of  The  Strobe,  I  find  it 
disheartening  to  see  that  such  a 
sloppy  article  appeared  in  the 
student  newspaper. 

Your  readers  deserve  to  know 
the  full  story.  Mike  Shelton  let 
the  FSC  student  population  and 
administration  down. 

Sincerely, 

Andy  Baron 
Staff  writer 
Sentinel  &  Enterprise 


MASSPIRG 

sponsors 

hunger 

cleanup 


by  Theresa  Anhut 
Contributing  writer 

On  Saturday,  April  13MASS- 
PIRG  will  hold  its  annual  Hun- 
gerCleanup.  Thisprojectgotits 
start  in  1985  and  has  experi- 
enced a  walk-a-thon  where  stu- 
dents attempt  to  raise  funds  for 
the  time  they  contribute.  It  dif- 
fers, however,  because  the  hours 
spentdirectlybenefitsome  facet 
of  the  community. 

ThisyearFitchburgStateCol- 
lege  students  will  be  working  at 
Our  Father's  House,  a  local 
homeless  shelter  and  Our 
Father's  Table,  a  soup  kitchen. 


In  addition,  if  enough  students 
volunteer  we  will  have  enough 
manpower  to  clean  up  a  neigh- 
boring park.  Students  are  asked 
to  contribute  three  hours  of  their 
time  and  attain  as  many  spon- 
sors as  they  can  for  their  work. 

The  funds  raised  during  this 
event  will  be  divided  up  and  dis- 
tributed to  local  and  international 
groups  who  help  the  homeless. 
Fifty  percent  will  stay  right  here 
in  Fitchburg,  going  to  Our 
Father's  House. 

If  you  are  interested  in  volun- 
teering for  the  Hunger  Cleanup 
please  contact  the  FSC  MASS- 
PIRG office  by  dropping  a  note 
in  Box  1047. 


SUMMER  IN  MAINE 

Looking  for  the  perfect  summer  job?  Here  s  your  chance  to 
spend  the  summer  of  '91  with  terrific  kids  in  beautiful  sur- 
roundings —  at  Camp  Kingswood.  a  co-ed  overnight  camp  in 
Bridgton.  Maine.  We  need  talented,  enthusiastic  men  and 
women  to  fill  the  following  positions: 

Boys  Head  Counselor  •  Assistant  Program  Director  •  Heads  of 
Camping,  Arts  &  Crafts  and  Drama 

We.  are  also  looking  for  Nurses  and  staff  for 
the  following  acti\ities: 
Drama  •  Boating  •  Sailing  •  Switr  ining  •  Photography 
•  Sports  •  Arts  and  Crafts  <*  Archery  • 
Camping  Skills  •  Music  •  Tennis  •  Jewish  Culture 
This  is  a  tremendous  opportunity  to  help  kids,  have  fun.  and 
earn  money  at  the  same  time.  If  you're  interested,  call  the  Di- 
rector, MitdieU  iN.  Stem,  at  (617)  961-5369  or  write  to  him  at  84 
Thayer  Cirde,  Randolph.  \L\  02368.  
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Transfers  welcomed  at  FSC 


by  Tim  D.Kane 
Strobe  staff 

It's  tiring,  troublesome  and 
time  consuming.  They  don't 
guarantee  early  acceptance, 
denial,  or  maybes.  It's  stressful, 
and  surprising  but  most  do  make 
it  through  with  a  few  bumps  and 
bruises.  They  do  try  to  create  a 
comfortableenvironmentforthe 
students  to  stumble  around  in 
though.  TransferdayatFitchburg 
StateCollege  gives  students  from 
areaanddistantcollegesand  uni- 
versities a  chance  to  attend  the 
State's  most  "uncommon  public 
college." 

Three  hundred  transfer  stu- 
dents were  accepted  last  year,  a 
new  FSC  record,  but  why  do  so 
many  transfers  come  to  FSC? 
"We  are  one  of  the  few  colleges 
that  offers  credit  evaluation. 
Students  become  disappointed 
when  their  classes  they  worked 
hard  in  aren't  accepted  at  other 
institutionsforcredit,"saidMarke 
Vickers,  director  of  admissions 
at  FSC. 

With  such  a  large  number  of 
transfers  each  year,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  squeeze  them  all  in  a  day. 
Transfer  day  is  basically  for  ap- 
plyingforacceptance.  Afterbeing 
accepted,  students  then  have  to 
attend  weekend  receptions  and 
individualdepartmental  meetings. 
"Wehave  16receptionsfortrans- 
fers  especially  this  year  when 
our  percentage  has  risen  7-10 


percent  over  last  year's  record," 
said  Vickers. 

Transfer  day  was  held  in  the 
Conlon  Music  KentRecital  Hall 
on  Thursday,  March  14.  The 
room  was  quiet  accept  for  the 
ever  present  scribble  of  pens  and 
pencils.  After  filling  out  the  de- 
tailed application,  students  were 
then  given  an  in  depth  tour  of  the 
college. 

For  some  this  wasn't  the  first 
time  they  had  experienced  G- 
lobby  or  wobbled  around  in  an 
M&M  chair.  Michelle  Pasqulae 
of  Middlesex  Community  Col- 
lege attended  Fitchburg  State 
Collegeforone  semester  backin 
the  spring  of  1989.  "I  did  well  at 
FSC  but  I  hated  the  dormitory 
life.  I  live  ten  minutes  from 
Middlesex  so  I  decided  to  attend 
there  until  I  feltl  was  ready  to  re- 
turn to  FSC."  Special  Education 
brought  Michelle  back  to  FSC 
entering  as  a  second  semester 
sophomore. 

Marke  Vickers  shared  simi- 
lar thoughtaboutFitchburg  Slate 
College's  alluring  quality. 
"Majors  is  themain  reason  trans- 
fer students  decide  to  return  or 
attend  FSC.  We  offer  a  diverse 
curriculum  with  individual  spe- 
cialization. Business  and  Com- 
munications is  the  most  popular 
major  with  many  of  the  students 
applying  from  Mount  Wachusett 
Community  College." 

For  many  the  economy  has 
added  to  student'spressures.  Paul 


Connoly.afirstsemesterstudent 
at  Quincy  college,  decided  to 
change  schools  because  of  the 
location  and  his  major.  "Ihadno 
idea  that  Governor  Weld  was 
going  to  raise  tuition  33  percent 
I'm  paying  the  entire  bill  right 
down  to  laundry  detergent  It 
really  stinks." 

Another  financially  stressed 
student  applying  as  a  transfer 
student  to  FSC  is  Cindy  Sef- 
erovic  from  the  University  of 
Lowell.  Entering  as  an  Elemen- 
tary Education  major,  Cindy 
seemed  justas  depressed  as  Paul 
was. 

Marke  Vickers  vocalized  her 
own  distressed  emotions  over 
the  tuition  increase.  "I'm  quite 
disturbed  with  the  state  public 
collegeeducation  increasesacross 
thenation.  There  is  a  great  effect 
onsomestudents,butduringthis 
economic  strain,  we  see  more 
students  returning  or  entering 
college.  There  is  a  great  differ- 
ence in  numbers." 

With  the  reality  of  state  col- 
leges closing  in  the  next  year, 
FSC  may  see  a  large  increase  in 
transfer  students.  Students  are 
realizing  the  educational  possi- 
bilities apparent  at  FSC.  Faculty 
and  Administration  try  hard  to 
maintain  this  reputation  amidst 
the  nagging  budget  cuts.  Stu- 
dents who  are  accepted  this  year 
as  transfers  should  feel  lucky 
that  they  are  entering  a  college 
that  preserves  its  high  quality  of 
education. 


Newhalls  host  trip  around 
the  world 


by  Michelle  Pouliot 
Strobe  staff 

In  efforts  to  beat  the  mid- 
winterdoldmms.ResidenceLife 
sponsoredatriparoundthe  world 
fortheNewHalls"citizens."  Just 
in  case  you  were  one  of  those 
individuals  destined  tostayhome 
over  break,  the  New  Halls  resi- 
dence staff  offered  a  pre-break 
trip  to  seven  countries,  complete 
with  passports  and  ethnic  foods. 
For  one  night  only,  each  of 
the  seven  New  Halls  assumed 
the  identity  of  a  different  coun- 
try: China,  Italy,  Haiti,  Mexico, 
Ireland,  Atlantis  and  Pakistan. 
The  hall  lounges  were  decorated 
on  the  country's  theme,  provid- 
ing their  travelers  with  facts  and 
fun  information  about  their  land. 
Each  "tourist"Tequired  a  pass- 
port to  be  stamped  by  the  "am- 
bassador" of  each  country.  So, 
after  taking  picture's  of  the  Great 
Wall,  inhaling  the  scent  of  fresh 


pasta,  being  caressed  by  Haitian 
atmosphere,  going  South  of  the 
Border,  toasting  at  an  Irish  pub, 
diving  into  the  depths  of  theocean 
and  venturing  into  the  arid  des- 
ert, a  traveler  could  flash  their 
pass  to  dine  on  international  fare 
in  the  Commons  Building. 

As  they  passed  through  "cus- 
toms," each  person  was  asked  to 
cast  a  vote  for  the  most  creative 
expression  of  national  theme.  The 
winning  building  would  then  be 
awarded  a  pizzafest  for  all  their 
hard  work.  Buildingsix'sAtlan- 
tis(this  theme  was  chosenfor  the 
off-semester  accidental  flooding) 
truly  deserved  the  prize  that  they 
won.  The  common  lounge 
modeled  after  a  scene  from  the 
movie  "Mermaids,"  complete 
with'TheLittleMermaid"sound- 
track.  Though  not  a  traditional 
country  as  the  others,  Atlantis 
certainly  had  an  atmosphere 
which  can  be  attributed  to  the 
"merfolk"  of  building  six  and 


their  creative  R.  A.,  Michele  Ri- 
card. 

Alloftheothercountries,  how- 
ever, were  also  spectacular,  in- 
formative and  fun. 

The  world  tour,  brainchild  of 
NewHallsprogramsdirectorLau- 
rie  Hamilton,  was  aimed  at  cul- 
tural awareness  in  conjunction 
with  Hamilton's  "Fear  No 
People"  week.  But  the  tour  also 
promoted  team  work  in  prepara- 
tion of  such  an  event  and  a  nice 
getaway  for  students. 

The  only  unfortunate  aspect 
of  the  program  was  that  it  was 
limited  to  New  Halls  residents. 
However.eachresidence hall  has 
programs  directors  who  work 
solely  for  providing  innovative 
and  informative  programming 
that  is  designed  to  make  students 
aware  while  letting  them  have 
fun.  So  it  would  be  encouraging 
to  watch  for  these  future  events 
and  come  out  and  show  your 
support. 


Di's  Diary 

PMS  Problems 

by  Dianne  Brown 
Strobe  staff 

The  man  who  said  "You're  beautiful  when  you're  angry"  convinced 
me  that  he  never  saw  that  woman  with  PMS.  The  population  hasn't 
realized  yet  that  PMS  actually  stands  for  "Petrified  Male  Syndrome." 
I  honestly  can '  t,  however,  comprehend  why  every  month  men  give  me 
me  same  confused  look  as  if  my  monthly  Hyde  side  is  a  new  thing.  They 
fail  to  make  that  monthly  connection. 

Trying  to  carry  on  a  normal  conversation  with  PMS  has  proven  to 
warp  both  parties  into  blubbering  stress  pots.  Women  discover  what  an 
imbecile  they  are  seeing  the  precise  moment  it  occurs  to  men  that  they 
are  dating  Frankenstein  with  an  attitude.  A  normal  discussion  may 
begin  with  me  expressing  my  love  for  him  as  I  poison  his  coffee  like  the 
sniveling  sap  he  is.  He  counts  on  his  fingers  for  the  bizillionth  time  on 
how  many  months  he  will  be  forced  to  endure  until  the  estimated  meno- 
pause year.  He  then  nervously  whispers  back  "Uh,  I  love  you  too?"  in 
a  mortally  terrified  response.  His  fears  are  without  justification.  It's  one 
mood  swing  after  another  until,  enraged,  I  blurt  out  the  inevitable  PMS 
line  of  the  month,  "You  don't  love  me  anymore,"  and  rupture  into  a 
deluge  of  tears. 

People  of  all  ages  should  be  prepared  for  this  biological  blitzkrieg  at 
an  early  age.  After  all,  when  I  was  younger,  I  used  to  think  people  just 
got  grumpy  from  all  the  pain  and  discomfort  oriented  with  that  time  of 
month.  Now  I  understand  it  as  a  complex  chemical  imbalance  specifi- 
cally designed  to  turn  a  normal,  intelligent  woman  into  a  raving  lunatic. 
That  is  why  I  have  designed  "Baby  PMS"  for  children.  Her  hair  in 
displaced  curlers,  shehas  tenbloated  pounds  on  Barbie,  bursts  into  tears 
at  random  intervals  and  explodes  into  censored  curses  at  the  pull  of  a 
string. 

Better  yet,  courses  for  men  on  how  to  deal  with  the  fact  that  the  one 
they  love  has  ttansmutatedintoapsychoneuroticraging  maniac.  Armed 
with  defensive  gear  and  equipped  with  numerous  pounds  of  chocolate, 
they  would  study  exercises  such  as  "Intermediate  Egg-Shell  Treading" 
and  "Advanced  Mood  Swing  Dodging." 

My  theory  is  that  PMS  is  merely  an  involuntary  instinct  that  has 
allowed  women  to  resist  oppression  by  seemingly  random  transforma- 
tions into  rabid  banshees.  Seems  like  a  reasonable  defense  mechanism 
tome.  Oh  well,  if  they  don'tbuy  my  theory  better  optfor  the  speechless 
rendering  line  of,  "Hey,  at  least  I'm  not  pregnant" 


MASSPIRG 

needs  student 
support 


by  Theresa  Anhut 
Contributing  writer 

Many  of  you  may  have  heard 
or  seen  the  word  MASSPIRG 
without  knowing  exactly  whatit 
means.  MASSPIRG  is  part  of 
a  nationwide  organization  of 
PIRGs,  or  Public  Interest  Re- 
search Groups.  PIRG's  are  ac- 
tive in  numerous  states  and  are 
important  participants  in  the 
growing  number  of  grassroots 
organizations  who  work  to  im- 
prove the  environmentand  push 
for  consumer  rights.  PIRG's 
function  on  three  levels,  each 
working  together  toward  com- 
mon goals. 

The  first  level,  US  PIRG,  is 
stationed  in  Washington  D.C. 
They  are  a  group  of  dedicated 


individuals  whocontinuallywork 
to  change  and  set  national  poli- 
cies concerning  environmental, 
consumer  and  citizen  issues. 

The  second  level  of  PIRG  is 
setupatthestatelevel.  Full-time 
employees  work  in  capital  cities 
throughout  the  US  attempting  to 
influence  policy  in  their  respec- 
tive states. 
Andfinally,  the  third  or  "grass- 
roots" level  is  made  up  of  col- 
legestudentsandotherconcerned 
citizens.  Colleges  vote  to  estab- 
lish and  maintainPIRG'son  their 
campuses.  There  are  currently 
28  PIRG  chapters  at  colleges 
throughout  Massachusetts,  in- 
cluding one  at  Fitchburg  State. 
PIRG's  are  funded  in  two 
ways.  The  first  way  is  through 
(continuedoapg.10) 


Maraschino:  PARTYING 
the  key  to  education 


by  Freida  Freakenstein 
Probe  staff 

The  Social  Committee  met 
last  night  after  last  call  to  discuss 
the  social  problems  on  campus. 
President  VinnieMaraschino  was 
the  keynote  speaker  who  shared 
his  new  solutions  for  the  social 
repression  that  is  plaguing  FSC. 
Maraschino  said  that  he  is  very 
well  awareof  the  sudden  decline 
of  parties  on  campus.  "These 
collegestudentsarejusttooover- 
burdened  with  homework  these 
days  and  their  social  lives  are 
suffering.  Thestudents  areover- 
tired  from  studying  and  have  lost 
the  will  to  party." 

Maraschino  feels  that  a  good, 
solid  social  life  is  the  key  to  edu- 
cation. "This  is  why  Fitchburg 
State  is  known  as  the  'Uncom- 


mon Public  College',"  stated 
Maraschino.  The  President  also 
said  that  he  wants  to  immediately 
reduce  the  high  levels  of  stress  on 
campus.  For  starters,  he  wants  to 
make  Fridays  "All  College  Day." 
This  would  cancel  all  classes  on 
Fridays  for  the  rest  of  the  semester. 
"By  canceling  classes  on  Fridays, 
more  students  will  be  going  out  on 
Thursday  nights  -  and  they  won't 
havetoworryaboutgoingtoclasses 
on  Fridays.  At  the  same  time,  the 
students  will  have  an  extra-long 
weekend  to  party ,  and  an  extra  day 
to  nurse  any  P.P.T.  (post-party 
trauma). 

Maraschino  was  also  disturbed 
by  the  fact  that  not  every  college 
student  could  go  to  Spring  Break. 
According  tomany  students,money 
and  homework  were  the  reasons 
for  not  attending  the  week-long 


social  event.  There  has  been 
some  talk  of  adding  a  $500.00 
Spring  Break  Crisis  Fee  on  the 
next  tuition  bill  -  which  would 
have  a  check  box  next  to  it  for 
anyone  wanting  to  waive  the  fee. 
"Money  has  never  been  a  prob- 
lem at  FSC,"  said  Maraschino, 
"and  if  any  student  can't  afford 
Spring  Break  next  year,  they 
should  see  me  personally." 

Maraschino  went  on  to  dis- 
cuss the  6.2  million  dollar  Spring 
Break  Fund  that  Governor  Weld 
has  proposed  for  state  colleges 
only.  Half  of  this  fund  may  be 
donated  to  FSC. 

Maraschino  ended  with  "My 
main  goal  is  to  eliminate  student 
stress  and  promote  a  stronger  so- 
cial life  on  campus,  which  is  the 
key  to  every  student's  success 
for  the  future." 


President  Maraschino 
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by  Chris  Ryan 
Probe  staff 

Strange  things  have  been  hap- 
peningin  the  basementof  Miller 
Hall.  The  FBI  was  notified  last 
week  when  two  teachers  didn't 
show  up  for  department  meet- 
mgs.Theteacherswerelaterfound 
in  thebasement"confused"  about 
their  whereabouts. 

These  events  began  in  the 
early  1960's.  This  year  sparked 
the  highest  amount  of  encoun- 
ters. The  encounters  included: 
voicesheardinthelaundryroom, 
lights  shutting  off  upstairs,  old 
textbooksbeingrecovered(some 
which  were  lost  ten  years  ago, 
and  the  strangest  is  the  case  of 
students  and  teachers  claiming 
to  have  "died' '  and  been  brought 
back  to  life.  One  student  who 
encountered  a  "rebirth"  said,  "It 
was  strange,  I  flew  over  campus 
and  then  fell  right  to  the  ground, 
but  only  I  fell  to  my  body  and  I 
woke  up  alive  and  heard  laugh- 
ter. I  can't  remember  how  I  got 
to  Miller  Hall  in  the  first  place." 
The  most  recent  event  hap- 
pened last  week  when  an  inves- 
tigator was  trapped  in  a  dark 


Experts  find  the  G ATEWAYTO  HELL 


room  and  lost  all  of  his  notes  and 
clothing.  The  investigator  stated 
that  he  was  on  the  right  track  but 
lost  everything. 
Theseeventshavecausedmany 
campus  organizations  to  request 
the  closing  of  the  basement  An 
administrationspokespersonsaid 


in  a  resent  press  release,  "We 
don't  feel  that  these  cases  are 
true.  We  have  hired  an  inves- 
tigator to  check  into  all 
allegation's  made  by  faculty 
and  students.  We  are  working 
with  CampusPolice."  Accord- 
ing to  the  release,  the  admini- 
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administration  is  too  blind  to  do 
something  logical  then  a  strike  is 
most  likely."  The  representative 
said  the  Town  House  residents 
will  use  the  New  Hall's  laundry 
facilities. 

There's  currently  four  inves- 
tigations into  the  Miller  Hall 
events.  The  month  of  April  will 
keep  the  investigators  busy. 
Several  notes  aroundcampus  have 
stated,  "Stay  away  from  Miller 
Hall  this  month,  the  demon  is 
resting  and  will  not  be  disturbed, 
do  and  be  prepared  to  pay  with 
your  life."These  notes  were  found 
on  the  desks  of  people  who  have 
metthephantom  and  werebrought 
back  to  life.  CampusPolice  stated 
that  the  notes  are  from  someone 
who  needs  attention  and  should 
seek  some  help. 

Nevertheless  the  things  that 
have  happened  topeople  down  in 
the  basement  can't  be  a  hoax. 
The  type  of  things  over  the  years 
are  too  common  to  be  of  any  sort 
of  joke.  If  any  of  these  things 
happen  to  you  and  you  feel  strange 
go  right  to  the  campus  police, 
you  might  have 
encountered  the  Millerphantom. 


Strobe  file  photo 


stration  claims  the  campus 
officers  support  the  ad- 
ministration." 

A  person  representing  a 
campus  organization  said, 
"We  can't  let  these  events 
infringe  on  the  rights  of  stu- 
dents to  be  educated.  If  the 
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New  luxury  tax  proposed    rDINO'S  DIARY 


by  Daniel  Dobransky 
Probe  staff 

After  months  of  digging  through 
the  State  House  trash,  The  Probe 
investigators  have  found  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts.ItistheProbe'sbeliefthat 
the  letter  came  from,  you  guessed 
it,  the  governor  himself.  If  this 
letter  is  accurate,  our  belief  that 
Weld  is  treating  lower  class  citi- 
zens unfairly  is  unfounded.  So 
readerspleasemakeyouown  judg- 
ment 

I  want  to  firmly  express  my 
disbelief  in  the  old  cliche  of  Mas- 
sachusetts being  dubbed  the  name 
'Taxachusetts."  The  taxes  are  very 
fair  in  this  state  because  the  gov- 
ernment does  all  it  can  to  keep  tax 
rates  from  rising.  The  low  tax  rates 
on  "luxury  items"  is  a  perfect 
example  of  a  tax  that  hasn't  been 
risen  for  a  long  time.  Citizens  who 
use  "luxury  items"  choose  to  do  so 
on  their  own  free  will  which  makes 
this  tax  fair. 

The  current  rate  of  the  luxury 
taxis  notproducingenough  money 
for  the  government,  so  wehaveap- 


proved  a  new  tax  law  which  re- 
defines what  the  state  considers 
as  "luxury  items."  This  new  law 
will  bring  in  enormous  sums  of 
moneyforthegovemmentwhile 
still  protecting  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  against  high  taxation. 
The  new  definition  of  "luxury 
item"  to  be  taxed  by  the  state  is 
not  any  different  than  the  previ- 
ous tax  law.  This  new  luxury  tax 
still  applies  to  all  of  the  items 
considered  luxury  items  in  the 
previous  tax  law,but  afew  more 
items  which  I  feel  the  citizens  of 
Massachusetts  are  abusing  will 
also  be  taxed. 

The  first  few  items  chosen 
may  seem  a  little  harsh,  but  the 
money  the  government  makes 
off  of  this  new  law  is  crucial  in 
balancing  next  year's  budget 
Two  new  items  now  considered 
luxury  items  by  the  state  will  be 
taxed  as  follows:  a20percent  tax 
on  the  amount  of  oxygen  a  citi- 
zen of  Massachusettsbreathes  in 
one  year,  and  a  ten  dollar-  per  - 
year  tax  on  how  long  a  particular 
citizen  has  been  living  in  Massa- 
chusetts. These  two  new  taxes 
may  soundalittieharsh.but  they 


will  get  this  state  out  of  a  reces- 
sion. The  last  "luxury  item"  (the 
one  which  will  bring  in  the  most 
amount  of  money  for  the  gov- 
ernment) taxed  will  be  a  penny 
tax  for  each  time  any  one  citizen 
of  Massachusetts  blinks.  The 
state  legislators  and  I  mutually 
agree  thatcitizensabusetheluxury 
of  blinking  their  eyes  everyday. 
The  part  of  this  new  law  which 
I  love  the  most  is  in  thelastclause 
at  the  end,  which  reads  the  fol- 
lowing: "All  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts must  equally  pay  the 
taxes  collected  by  the  state  on 
these  new  luxury  items  or  be 
prosecutedby  theproper  authori- 
ties. This  new  law  must  be  fol- 
lowedbyeverycitizenofMassa- 
chusetts,  except  for  the  Gover- 
nor, his  family,  friends  and  cabi- 
netmembers.  State  workers  will 
be  charged  one  dollar." 
P.S.  Most  probably  you  have 
blinked  your  eyes  at  least  40 
times  while  reading  this  letter. 
You  may  pay  me  now  or  be 
billed  later. 

Sincerely 


President  Maraschino  welcomes  the  newest  client  to  the  "Hair  Club  for  Men" 
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DinoDi 
Probe  staff 

I  found  an  old  journal  entry  and  I  though  I  might  share 
it  with  you. 

Dear  Diary, 

This  has  been  the  worst  first  day  of  my  life. 
I  would  have  written  sooner  buteverything  was  upside  down  for 
a  while,  (they  tell  me  it's  a  side  effect  of  birth.)  I  was  hearing 
some  woman  screaming  so  I  had  decided  to  go  out  and  take  a 
look  when  all  of  a  sudden  this  enormous  head  starts  yanking  out 
of  my  womb.  I  guess  I  must'  ve  done  something  terribly  wrong 
because  I  got  a  whopper  of  a  spanking.  Then,  not  only  does  he 
butchermy  beautiful  long  belly  button,  but  he  also  expects  me 
to  eat  with  my  (yuck)  mouth  which  is  the  most  revolting  idea 
conceivable.  Not  only  that,  but  they've  put  me  on  a  strict  liquid 
diet  as  well.  I  guess  they're  under  the  impression  I  have  a 
calcium  deficiency  or  something. 

Nothing  is  to  scale  here.  I  actually  saw  a  chair  here 
that  was  fourfeethigh!  These  peoplecan'tbuildanythingrighL 
They  put  me  in  some  kind  of  jail  cell  with  no  roof  on  it  The 
worst  part  is,  there's  no  bathroom  and  I've  been  forced  to  go  in 
my...well,  I'd  rather  not  say,  it's  so  degrading.  They  gave  me 
this  subfashionable  cheap  plastic  bracelet  that  I  can  only  wear 
once  because  the  stupid  people  typed  todays  date  in  indelible 
ink  on  it 

Everyone's  always  touching  me.  They  seem  terribly 
fascinated  with  my  toes.  I  have  ten  fingers  as  well  and  everyone 
seemstobeimpressedwiththattoo.  Thisonewomancan'tkeep 
her  hands  off  me.  She  doesn't  even  know  who  I  am.  She's  got 
to  be  going  through  some  complex  identity  crisis  because  she 
keeps  calling  me  all  these  different  names. 

I'm  convinced  there's  no  intelligent  life  here.  I've 
checked  the  hospital's  dictionary  twice  and  there  is  absolutely 
no  reference  to  "Doo  doo  buchy  boodle"  anywhere.  I've  tried 
to  speak  their  language  in  broken  gurgles  but  usually  I  get 
frustrated  to  tears  over  the  whole  thing  and  start  scream  ing  my 
head  off.  Then  they  just  stuff  abottle  in  my  mouth.  I  really  hope 
the  rest  of  my  life  doesn't  continue  like  this.  This  sucks. 


Courtroom  Etiquett 


by  John  Eisner 
Contributing  writer 

Much  to  their  dismay,  stu- 
dents at  Fitehburg  State  have 
found  themselves  in  court  in 
both  school-related  and  non 
school-related  incidents.  Le- 
gal consul  tantPrimadonna  and 
Martinette  have  given  us  some 
important  tips  for  your  appear- 
ance, should  you  find  yourself 
in  similar  unfortunate  circum- 
stances. 

1.  If  a  co-defendant  belches, 
don't  encourage  him  by  hokk 
ing  up  numbers. 

2.  Don'ttrytobribethejuryby 
bringing  in  baked  goods. 

3.  Celophane  is  preferable  to 
courdoroy. 


4.  Don't  shout  "Lick  me." 

5.  Avoid  asking  the  bailiff  if! 
knows  Doug  Llewellyn. 

6.  No  plaid  (ever,  not  just 
court). 

7.  Don't  ask  where  the  pla; 
ground  is  if  recess  is  called. 

8.  Pets  make  lousy  charact 
witnesses. 

9.  Al  Pacino  impressions  on 
lead  to  trouble. 

10.  Hagglingoversentencing 
notrecommended.butifyoudi 
remember:  low 

numbers  are  best  Thisisn 
an  auction. 

*BonusRule*  Inflatab 
dates  for  the  judge  are  not  a  goc 
idea. 


Frankly  Speaking        ^  /^-  rW£- 
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Lawrence  Welk  to  be  lead 
singer  for  AC/DC 


by  Eddie  Wallbanger 
Probe  staff 

Dudes!!!  Listen  up,  I've  got 
this  really  whacked  outnews  item 
here.  You  know  that,  like ,  kickin ' 
metalband,AC/DC?WeU,  they're 
not  gonna  kick  anymore.  See,  the 
band  dumped  their  singer,  Brian 
Johnson,  because,  well,  he's  get- 
ting too  old.  Besides,  his  voice 
was  justtotally  wasted,  youknow? 
Anyway,  AC/DC  decided  they 
needed,  like,  a  change  of  pace, 
you  know?  So  they  went  around 
lookin'  for  anew  crooner.  You're 
not  gonna  believe  this,  but  they 
got  none  other  than  that  old  folks 
TV  dude,  Lawrence  Welk! 


I  saw  a  sneak  preview  perform- 
ance of  this  new  combo,  and  I'm 
not  happy.  All  you  metalheads 
(metal  rules,  dudes!)  are  gonna  be 
real  disappointed.  This  new  AC/ 
DC  decided  to  make  the  new  al- 
bum a  collection  of  remakes  of 
theirmetal  classics.  Listen  to  these 
tides.dudes:  "Polkastruck,""Polka 
Me  All  Night  Long,"  "Let  There 
Be  Polka,"  and  "Highway  To 
Poland?"  Oh,  man  this  new  sound 
really  sucks! 

Angus  Young  used  to  rage  on 
the  guitar,  but  he  really  bites  on  the 
accordion.  Oh,  and  dudes,  during 
thetune'Tbr  those  AboutToPolka," 
the  cannons  came  out  of  the  stage, 
andIgotallpsyched.Buttherewas 


no  smoke  and  fire;  the  cannons 
shot  bubbles!  Lots  of  little 
bubbles!  Like,  I  was  crushed. 

So,  dudes,  AC/DC  wimped 
out  on  us.  I  mean,  they  were 
wearinglialesuits;blueand  white 
suits!  Angus'  suit hadlongpants! 
I  don't  know  what  happened, 
dudes.butmeandmymetalhead 
buddies  think  that  Tippy  Gore 
chick  brainwashed  them.  I  just 
hope  they  don't  nail  Metallica 
next,  that'd  really  be  abummer. 

Anyway,  AC/DC's  new  al- 
bum,"BackInBlackPolkadots," 
will  be  out  real  soon,  but  I  think 
it's  a  real  waste.  It's  definitely 
bargain  bin  material.  See  ya, 
dudes! 


Lawrence  Welk  fan  prepares  herself  for  his  debut  with  AC/DC 


ZZTop  Eliminated 


By  Willy  Wonk 
Probe  staff 


Warner  Brothers  Records  has 
announced  that  major  changes 
have  recently  occurred  in  Texas 
rock  veterans  ZZ  Top.  Former 
Oak  Ridge  Boys  vocalist  Wil- 
liam Lee  Golden  (the  long  grey 
bearded  gentleman)  has  been 
added  as  the  groups  new  lead 
singer.  Mr.  Golden  recently 
told  this  PROBE  reporter."  I  am 
pleased  with  this  new  project. 
This  band  is  going  to  be  better 
than  ever ." 

Another  major  change  is  the 


departure  of  drummer  Frank 
Beard  who  is  going  to  be  pursu- 
ing a  career  as  a  chemical  engi- 
neer, an  occupation  he's  had  an 
interest  in  since  his  early  child- 
hood. The  band  has  recruited 
former  Velvet  Underground 
drummer  Maureen"Moe"Tucker 
as  his  replacement  The  group 
has  also  decided  that  after  twenty 
years  as  ZZ  Top,  it's  time  for  a 
name  change.  The  group  will 
now  be  known  as  'Three  Beards 
and  a  Little  Lady  ,  a  name  sug- 
gested by  the  groups  new  man- 
ager Rex  Trailer.whom  you  may 
remember  from  all  of  thoseCrim- 
son  Travel  commercials.  Mr. 


Trailerreplaced  the  groups  man- 
ager Bill  Ham  following  a  dis- 
puteover  royalties  fromallof  the 
MillerLitecommercialsthegroup 
appeared  in  over  the  past  year. 

Ms.  Tucker  was  scheduled  to 
releaseasoloalbum  this  summer 
but  has  decided  to  use  her  songs 
on  the  groups  firstalbum,  sched- 
uled for  release  in  September.  A 
world  tour  will  follow  with  Texas 
thrash  band  Dead  Horse  opening 
up  for  the  band.  Dead  Horse's 
music  ( believe  it  or  not)  is  heav- 
ily influenced  by  ZZ  Top  ,  .38 
Special  and  Roy  Rogers. 

Watch  for  an  album  review  in 
the  Probe  next  year. 
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WXPL's  most  requested  songs  on  Monday 

April  1, 1991 

Compiled  by  Scary  Mary 

1. 

MuskratLove,  Captain  and  Tennile 

2. 

Dancing  Queen,  Abba 

3. 

Memories,  Barbara  Streisand 

4. 

How  Deep  Is  Your  Love,  The  Bee  Gees 

5. 

Favorite  Girl,  The  New  Kids  on  the  Block 

6. 

Shadow  Dancing,  Andy  Gibb 

7. 

YMCA,  The  Village  People 

8. 

You  Needed  Me,  Anne  Murray 

9. 

9  to  5,  Dolly  Parton 

10.  The  Jazz  Singer,  Neil  Diamond 

Poetry  Review 


By  Edward  Lear 
byZelda 
Probe  staff 


Iwould,ifIcou'd. 

If  I  cou'dn't,  how  cou'd  I? 

I  cou'dn't,  without  I  cou'd,  cou'd  I? 

Cou'd  you,  without  you  cou'd,  cou'd  ye? 

Cou'd  ye,  Cou'd  ye? 
Cou'd  you,  without  you  cou'd  ye? 


Edward  Lear's, "  A  Logical  Song, 
Or  The  Conjurer's  Reason  For  Not  Getting 
Money"  states  and  defends  his  feelings  of  why 
he  does  not  have  any  money. 

Lear  begins  by  stating  that  if  he  was 
able  to  get  money  he  would.  Furthermore,  if  he 
could  not  get  money,  how  was  he  supposed  to 
get  it? 

Lear  continues  to  defend  himself  by 
saying  that  he  could  not  get  money  before  he 
actually  said  "I  can  not  get  any  money."  In 
addition,  Lear  asks  the  reader  if  they  could  get 
money  before  they  said  that"they  could  not  get 
any  money."  Through  the  emphasis  of  "you" 
the  reader  In  the  last  three  lines,  it  is  projected 
that  Lear  is  happy  that  the  reader,  as  well  as 
him,  can  not  find  any  money. 


IAD  10  THE   I0IE 


NO  EXIT  #8:    "False  Rumors  About  Twinkles'. 
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Bruin's   playoff 
secret  weapon 


SOX  to  win  World  Series 


by  Cheryl  Hines 
Probe  staff 

Bobby  Orr  recently  had  knee 
replacementsurgeryandis  headed 
back  to  the  Bruins.  Yes,  the  great 
number  four  is  back  to  teach  the 
youngsters  a  thing  or  two. 

Orr  had  surgery  had  Mass  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  which  has  one  of 
the  nation's  best  research  depart- 
ments as  well  as  the  latest  medical 
techniques  in  the  United  States. 
The  surgery  to  replace  Orr's  knee 
took  place  six  months  ago  and 
nowheisreadytowintheStanley 
Cup  back  for  Boston. 

Orr  and  Ray  Bourque  together 
on  defense  will  be  unbeatable. 
The  rest  of  the  NHL  will  sit  back 
and  learn  a  lesson  or  two.  Orr,  an 
All-Star  player,  point  leader  and 
all  around  team  leader  will  help 


the  Bruins  reach  their  final  pla- 
teau. The  Bruins  have  reached 
the  finals  two  of  the  past  three 
years  but  winning  the  elusive 
Stanley  Cup  had  not  been  done 
since  Orr's  playing  days. 

Orr  misses  his  favorite  sport 
of  hockey  and  when  this  experi- 
mental surgery  was  done  he 
could  only  hope  for  a  come- 
back. As  usual,  the  true  Great 
One,  number  four,  Bobby  Orr 
hasreachedhisgoal.  TheBruins 
secret  weapon  for  the  playoffs 
is  in  great  condition. 

Watch  out,  St,  Louis.  Brett 
Hull  is  no  match  for  Orr  and 
Bourque.  The  Bruins  will  not 
be  stopped  this  year,  for  Bobby 
Orr  is  back  and  the  Bruins  are 
ready  for  Lord  S  tanley  to  come 
home. 


by  Daniel  Dobransky 
Probe  staff 

While  vacationing  in  Winter 
haven,  Florida  during  spring 
break,  I  visited theGreatSwami 
of  major  league  baseball  to  find 
outhow  this  year's  BostonRed 
Sox  will  fare  in  the  upcoming 
season.  The  swami,  who  is 
Nostradamus'  great-greatgrand- 
son,  strongly  believes  the  Red 
Sox  will  win  the  World  Series 
this  year.  The  swami  gave  me 
the  following  analysis  of  how 
each  Red  Sox  player  will  per- 
form in  the  upcoming  season. 

Danny  Darwin,  Matt  Youngand 
Tom  Bolton  will  combine  to 
win  fifty  games  this  season. 

GregHarriswinseighteen  games 
pitching  with  hisright  hand  and 
also  saves  twenty  games  pitch- 
ing with  his  left  hand  in  relief. 


Roger  Clemens  wins  thirty-five 
games  this  season  and  loses  only 
two.  This  allows  him  to  win  the 
Cy  Young  and  Most  Valuable 
Player  Awards. 

WadeBoggschokesonachicken 
leg  and  has  to  spend  the  season  in 
the  hospital.  Butch  Hobson  comes 
out  of  retirement  to  play  third 
baseinplaceoftheinjuredBoggs. 

Tony  Pena  has  the  best  season  of 
his  career  as  he  achieves  a  batting 
average  of  .345  with  thirty-four 
home  runs. 

Mo  Vaughn  and  Carlos  Quintana 
alternate  at  first  base  and  com- 
bine to  hit  thirty-two  home  runs. 

Luis  Rivera  wins  the  starting  job 
at  shortstop  and  wins  the  Ameri- 
can league  batting  title  with  a 
.375  batting  average. 


Tim  Naehring  makes  it  to  the 
American  League  All-Star  team 
as  a  second  baseman. 

Jack  Clark  is  the  designated  hit- 
ter and  hits  only  one  home  run 
the  entire  season. 

Mike  Greenwell  makes  it  to  the 
American  League  All-Star  team 
as  a  starter  thanks  to  his  forty- 
five  home  runs. 

EllisBurkes  finishes  with  ninety- 
nine  stolen  bases  on  the  season 
while  maintaininga.301  batting 
average. 

Tom  Brunansky  finishes  the  sea- 
son with  167  runs  batted  in. 

The  Red  Sox  re-sign  Bill  Buck- 
ner,  who  hits  the  game  winning 
home  run  in  game  seven  of  the 
1991  world  series. 


Rubes 
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By  Leigh  Rubin 


Rubes 
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By  Leigh  Rubin 


After  Marcy  leapt,  Herb  realized  it  was  just  infatuation. 
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Idiotic  but  hypnotic 


Dianne  Brown 
Strobe  staff 

Stage  II  of  Nick's  Comedy 
Stop  in  Boston  is  now  showing 
a  hilarious  and  talented  musi- 
cal comedy  all  about  the  old 
"boob  tube."  Six  people  trans- 
form themselves  through  vo- 
cal impressions,  facial  expres- 
sions and  changing  costumes 
into  a  variety  of  popular  televi- 
sion stars. 

Upon  entering  the  show,  the 
audience  becomes  wisked  in  to 
TV  land  with  a  Cabaret-like 
setting.  TVposters  line  the  walls 
and  cuts  from  old  black  and 
white  TV  shows  air  on  a  back- 
drop screen.  TV  themes  even 
play  in  the  background.  The 
setting  is  merely  an  old  couch 
forourhero.the veritable  couch 
potato,  with  a  screen  in  back. 
Supplementing  the  show,  the 
screen  played  fake  comere- 
cials  that  spoofed  advertise- 
ments such  as  Chia  Pets,  900 
numbers  and  the  irresistible, 
"I've  fallen  and  I  can't  get  up" 
Life  Call  service,  turning  al- 


Cast  members  of  "DON'T  TOUCH  THAT  DIAL!  1991"  parody  the  classic  T.V.  show,  "GELLIGAN'S  ISLAND" 


ready  loony  products  into  even 
zanierads. 

The  show  crams  years  of  tele- 


vision trash  into  short  skits  that 
plays  upon  such  shows  as  The 
People's  Court,  Star  Trek,  and  All 


in  the  Family.  Each  skit  is  at  the 
mercy  of  the  "remotecontrol  god" 
vegging  out  upon  the  couch.  Dur- 


ing the  Gilligan' s  Island  theme 
song,  America's  favorite  old 
whiner  Andy  Roony  appears 
to  explain  the  problems  with 
the  song's  lyrics.  Hequestions 
such  things  as  why  everyone 
in  the  show  had  suitcases  for  a 
merethreehourtour.  Each  skit 
isenergeticallyperformedand 
sung  to  live  piano  music. 

After  an  "intermission  im- 
possible" break,  the  show  re- 
turns to  bashing  reruns,  or 
rather  "re-run  trash"  to  the  tune 
of  monster  mash.  Shows  such 
as  the  Brady  Bunch  and  the 
Partridge  Family  fall  into  this 
segment  Any  show  that  you 
have  seen  so  many  times  you 
know  the  words  by  heart  but 
still  watch  anyway  qualifies. 

The  show  leaves  the  audi- 
encelighthearted  butalso  wilh 
a  gnawing  fear  at  just  how 
much  TV  we  watch  to  be  able 
to  know  such  lines  as  'Trix  are 
for  kids,"  "nanoo  nanoo"  and 
"survey  says"  to  name  a  few. 
Italsoshowsthatpeoplereally 
will  sell  close  to  anything  on 
theplanettograbafast$19.95. 


Harry  Chapin's 
legacy  continues 


The  Doors:  Didn't  love  it  madly 


By  Billy  Marsden 
Strobe  staff 

"The  words  and  music,  the 
life  and  work  are  all  one  piece. 
Harry 's  vision  of  mankind  was  a 
circle.  Brothers  and  sisters  help- 
ing each  other  with  that  circle 
comingtogetheralloverthe  world 
as  it  does  here  in  Carnegie  Hall , 
tonighL"This  statement  by  Harry 
Belafonte  was  the  introduction 
to  a  night  of  tributing  to  one  of 
music's  most  influential  people, 
the  late  great  Harry  Chapin.  A 
portionoftheeventsisnowavail- 
able  on  aCD  releasedby  Dunhill 
Classics  Compact  Discs  called 
"The  Harry  Chapin  Tribute." 

The  CD  contains  12  of 
Chapin's  songs  being  sung  by 
some  of  musics  most  respected 
performers.  It  was  taken  from 
the  presentation  of  the  Congres- 
sional Gold  Medal  to  Chapin's 
family  on  December  7th,  1987. 
The  award  was  presented  for 
Chapin's  work  with  world  hun- 
ger. The  event  coincided  with 
what  would  have  been  Chapin's 
45th  birthday.  The  medal  is  the 
highest  award  given  to  a  US 
citizen  by  the  government  and 
has  been  presented  to  such  indi- 
viduals as  George  Washington, 
ThomasEdison,RobertKennedy 


and  Bob  Hope. 

Among  the  artists  featured 
on  this  compilation  are  Gramn 
Nash,PeteSeeger,JudyCollins, 
Oscar  Brand,BruceSpringsteen, 
Pat  Benatar,  The  Hooters,  The 
Smothers  Brothers,  Richie 
Havens,  Deloris  Hall,  Tom 
Chapin,SteveChapin,"Big"John 
Wallace,  and  Howie  Fields. 
Songs  performed  by  the  artists 
included  "Cat's  In  The  Cradle" 
(Collins),"W.OL.D."(Havens), 
"Circle"(  Seeger,  Brand,  Steve 
and  Tom  Chapin)  and  many 
more.  The  CD  lasts  over  90 
minutes  and  is  quite  a  collection 
for  the  avid  Chapin  fan. 

Among  the  artists  not  fea- 
tured on  the  CD  but  in  atten- 
dance were  Paul  Simon,  Kenny 
Rogers,  Bob  McGrath  ( "Bob" 
on  SESAME  STREET)  Peter, 
Paul  and  Mary.  Statements  were 
made  by  Senators PatrickLeahy 
andTedKennedy.whopresented 
the  Gold  Medal  to  Chapin's 
widow,  Sandy. 

This  CD  is  a  great  tribute  to 
one  of  music's  most  influential 
performers.  Chapin  will  be 
remembered  for  his  songs  as 
well  as  his  persistent  fight  to  end 
world  hunger,  which  is  being 
carried  on  by  his  family  and 
friends. 


by  Katerina  Psimopoulos  and 
Cindy  Byrne 
Contributing  writers 

Oliver  Stone's  latest  movie 
left  us  questioning  his  knowl- 
edge of  Jim  Morrison,  his  band 
TheDoors,andthetruefeelingof 
the  sixties.  The  movie  was  what 
we  expected  of  our  disintegrat- 
ing society;  fallacies,  material- 
ism, misrepresentation  and 
fraud,all  pure  products  of  our 
times.  The  acting  seemed  insen- 
sitive to  Morrison's  beliefs  and 
disrespectful  to  his  purpose  and 
qualitative  sense  of  values.  Val 
Kilmer  failed  to  play  the  part  of 
the  musician  and  poet  He  con- 
centrated on  showing  Jim  as  a 
cheap  idol  to  a  generation  con- 
stantly losing  its  morals.  Going 
back  to  those  times  deserves  an 
honorable  sense  of  respect,  and 
not  mistaken  imagery. 

Starting  with  the  protagonist, 
Kilmer  the  'Top  Gun"  co-star, 
one  may  wonder  for  what  rea- 
sons was  he  chosen  for  this  part 
Was  it  so  much  the  genuine  re- 
semblance, or  was  it  the  widely 
spread  fashion  that  had  been  sell- 
ing so  well  throughout  this  dec- 
ade. Stone  made  sure  that  he 
captured  Morrison's  looks,  but 
neglected  to  show  what  Morri- 
son was  there  for,  what  he  was 


tryingtoconveythroughhismusic 
and  poetry.  Kilmer  seemed  like 
ananimalobsessedbysex,drugs, 
and  alcohol,  where  as  Morrison 
would  use  his  mind  to  live  a 
more  meaningful  life.  When 
Kilmer  obnoxiously  shouted 
profanities  during  his  finale  of 
"The  End"  we  didn't  see 
Morrison's  insight  Did  the  big 
sex  scene  really  correspond  to 
Morrison's  true  love  for  his 
"cosmic  mate?"  Underneath  the 
studio  make-up  was  there  any 
emphasis  on  Morrison's  philo- 
sophical advancement?  Certainly 
not  Did  Kilmer's  eyes  portray 
the  intense  heat,  yet  eager-to- 
absorbwayofMorrison'sstare? 
And  what  happened  to  the  pow- 
erful surge  and  mystique  of  the 
LizardKing?  Wedefinitely  didn't 
getaglimpseof  Morrison's  self- 
awareness  and  maturity  through 
Kilmer's  unsuccessful  appear- 
ance. 

Oliver  Stone's  selection  of 
Meg  Ryan  portraying  Pamela 
Courson  again  shows  a  wrong 
understanding  of  her  role  on 
Morrison's  life.  Ryan'scostume 
wasn't  convincing  to  those  who 
knowCourson'ssimplicity.  Her 
relationship  with  Morrison  in- 
volved more  depth  than  what 
wasshown.  She  was  not  the  hen- 
pecking  girlfriend  who  followed 


Morrison  around.  She  was 
Morrison's  chosen  one,  with  her 
ownstrongpersonality.thatfailed 
to  be  presented  in  the  movie. 
The  jealously  and  sex  scenes  were 
not  the  core  of  the  couple's  rela- 
tionship. Courson  led  her  life  as 
did  Morrison . 

The  Doors,  as  a  whole,  were 
an  electrifying  band  who  had 
their  intermingling  quality  that 
keptthem  vibrant  throughout  the 
years.  The  movie  failed  to  con- 
centrate on  this  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  four  as  a  cohesive 
group.  The  movie  showed  the 
group  as  teenagers  who  misun- 
derstood the  meaning  of  music. 
Moreover,  the  movie'sdramatic 
misrepresentation  of  the  timeand 
place  stood  as  a  basic  limitation 
throughout  the  film.  The  actors 
over  emphasized  the  image  of 
the  group  instead  of  the  creation 
of  their  music.  The  sixties  re- 
vival style  of  dress  was  totally 
fabricated.  The  appearances  were 
too  neat  and  Hollywood  styled, 
impersonalizing  the  nature  of  the 
times.  The  appearance  was  too 
made  up,  and  too  new. 

What  could  be  the  underlying 
purpose  of  this  movie?  What 
was  Oliver  Stone's  message  to 
us?  We  had  the  impression  that 
"The  Doors"  was  a  money  mak- 
ing biography. 
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Personals 


What's 
What's 


by  Mike  Matteson 
Strobe  staff 

Morrissey  "Kill  Uncle:" 
Labeled  as  one  of  musics  more 
outspoken  personalities,  Morris- 
sey gives  us  only  his  second  full 
length  album  in  twice  as  many 
years.  Smothering  self-pity  and 
stinging  observations  of  society 
have  always  been  this  crooners 
lyrical  trademark,  and  "Kill 
Uncle"  breaks  no  new  ground  in 
that  respect.  What  makes  "Kill 
Uncle"  unique  (contrary  to  his 
critically  bashed,  better  release 
"Viva-Hate"),isit's  surprisingly 
non-popsound  Whereas  "Viva- 
Hate"  was  strewn  with  potential 
hits,  "Kill  Uncle"  has  but  one  or 
two  songs  that  may  barely  pass 
as  singles.  Whether  this  was 
Morrissey 's  intention  or  not 
remains  to  be  heard,  but  lovers  of 
"Viva-Hate"  may  be  mildly  dis- 
appointed with  this  release.  (C) 
Butthole  Surfers  "Piouhgd:" 
Forgive  me  fellow  Surfer  fans, 
but  the  new  release  from  these 
Texan  bad  boys  sounds  down- 
right beautiful!  The  feedback, 
tape  effects,  and  dinosaur-mat- 
ing guitar  riffs  are  mixed  into  a 
delicious  stew  of  colossal  grunge 
that  sounds  as  carefully  orches- 
trated as  it  does  disconnected. 
Gibby'sexperiencewith  his  acid- 
house  alter  ego  band,  "The  Jack- 


hot- 
not 


officers,"  has  certainly  paid  off, 
giving  him  more  insight  into  how 
the  sound  effects  toys  he  fiddles 
with  really  work.  ( A-) 

Weathermen  "Beyond  the  Be- 
yond:"This  duocreates  dark,  often 
hilarious  commentarieson  life,  love 
and  social  issues  and  mixes  them 
with  Cabaret  Voltaire-like  beats  to 
give  them  a  danceable  edge.  Al- 
though this  release  isn't  as  charis- 
matic or  dark  as  their  "Black  Al- 
bum...," it  moves  along  at  a  brisk 
pace  and  gives  you  a  fresh  perspec- 
tive on  issues  similarly  pounded 
into  the  ground  by  many  ultra- 
moody  industrial  outfits.  (B-) 

Mordred  "In  This  Life:"  Metal- 
lica  meets  The  Red  Hot  Chili  Pep- 
pers meets  Jesus  Jones.  This  new 
outfit  is  as  talented  as  they  are  hard 
toclassify.Theyjumpfromhardcore 
funk/jazz  to  thrash  to  rock  with 
ease,  and  throw  in  samples  and 
scratches  all  within  the  same  song. 
Their  bassist  and  drummer  are  two 
of  themoreamazinghuman  rhythm 
machines  to  come  around  in  years 
and  really  put  all  other  funk  outfit's 
rhythm  sections  to  shame.  There's 
no  doubt  that  rap's  sampling  influ- 
ences will  find  its  way  deep  into  the 
heart  of  the  rock  world  eventually. 
Mordred  just  has  a  jump  on  every- 
one else  and  is  worth  checking  out 
if  you  want  a  glimpse  of  the  future 
of  hardcore.  (B+) 


MASSPIRG  continued... 


(continued  from  page  4) 

waivablefeesonparticipatingcol- 
leges'  tuition  bills  and  the  second 
by  contributions  from  private  citi- 
zens. PIRG's  work  on  various 
issues  including  recycling,  haz- 
ardous waste  cleanup,  air  quality 
improvement,energyreductionand 
efficiency,  hunger  and  homeless 
relief ,  consumer  protection,  child 
care,  and  voter  education  and 
registration. 

Each  year  PIRG  votes  for  sev- 
eral issues  on  which  to  focus  their 
collectiveenergies.  They  investi- 
gate the  problems,  organize  cam- 
paigns and  lobby  for  new  policies 
and  laws. 

Students  work  at  both  the  com- 
munity and  state  levels.  On  cam- 
puses, students  implement  recy- 
cling programs,  register  student 
voters  andcontinually  educate  their 
peers  on  various  issues.  In  addi- 
tion they  collect  signatures  for  pe- 
titions and  endorsements  for  bills 
that  PIRG  is  trying  to  pass  into 
law.  Past  and  present  bills  that 
PIRGs  have  worked  on 
include:ChildCareLinkageBill,* 
Clean  Air  Bill,  Toxics  Use  Re- 
duction Act,*  Recycling  Initia- 
tive, Energy  Efficiency/Green- 
house Reduction  B ill ,  Auto  Insur- 
ance Reform  Act,*  Hazardous 


Waste  Cleanup  Initiative.* 
Several  of  these  bills  were  con- 
ceivedbyPIRG.  The  star  denotes 
bills  passed  into  law. 

In  local  communities  students 
attempt  to  create  an  awareness  for 
these  bills  and  take  part  in  events 
like  the  upcoming  Annual  Hun- 
ger Cleanup,  in  which  students 
raise  funds  for  the  homeless.  This 
year's  Hunger  Cleanup  will  take 
place  on  April  13th. 

At  the  state  level  students  at- 
tempt to  help  push  bills  through 
the  legislative  process.  Besides 
collecting  endorsements  and  pe- 
titioning, students  attend  public 
hearings  and  participate  in  lobby 
days  at  the  state  house.  On  lobby 
days  students  actually  meet  with 
their  state  senators  and/or  repre- 
sentatives to  voice  opinions  on 
various  bills.  Their  presence  at 
these  events  demonstrates  a  con- 
cern for  local  politics  and  laws. 

Most  colleges,  including 
Fitchburg  State,  offer  internships 
which  allow  students  the  oppor- 
tunity to  earn  credits  for  the  work 
they  do  with  PIRG.  On  April  9, 
10,  or  1 1  you  can  vote  to  reaffirm 
MASSPIRG's  chapter  at  this 
campus.  If  you  would  like  to 
become  involved  with  MASS- 
PIRG, drop  a  note  in  Box  #1047. 


\T\  oetry  Review 


by  Kelly  Buckowski 
Strobe  staff 


I  said  out  of  sleeping: 
Passion,  farewell. 
Take  from  my  keeping 
Bauble  and  shell. 


Black  salt,  black  provender. 
Tender  your  store 
To  a  new  pensioner, 
To  me  no  more. 


In  "Second  Song,"  Louise  Bogan  realizes  that  the  relationship 
that  she  currently  is  in  is  one  sided  and  is  one  that  she  would  rather 
defer. 

In  the  first  two  lines,  Bogan  supplies  two  interpretations.  The  first 
is  her  "waking  up,"  or  acknowledgement  of  the  unsatisfying  rela- 
tionship she  is  in.  The  second,  determined  by  the  placement  of 
"sleeping  and  passion,"  is  that  this  relationship  is  with  someone  of 
the  opposite  sex,  (at  least  at  that  time.) 

An  angry  Bogan  hastily  breaks  up  with  this  man  and  then  gives 
reason  for  her  action.  Bogan  shouts  for  this  man  to  take  away  all  the 
unimportantandsuperficial  information,  "baubleandshell,"thathe 
fills  her  mind  with  day  to  day.  She,  of  course,  does  not  mind  much 
of  "this"  kind  of  information  that  he  has  snared  with  her  and 
compares  it  to  "black  salt"and  "black  provender"  which  is  actually 
food  for  animals. 

In  the  end  it  is  inferred  that  their  relationship  consisted  of  Bogan 
continually  catering  mentally  and  emotionally  to  this  man,  without 
any  reciprocation  on  his  part.  She  would  just  like  him  to  take  his 
foolish  talk  and  fill  another  woman's  ears  with  it 


Nannies  Needed. 

Wonderful  Massachusetts 
families.  Great  agency 
provides  guidance  and 
networking.    One  year 
commitment. 

One  on  One,  Inc. 
93  Main  St.  Andover, 
MA  01810 
(800)  688-NANY. 


Cruise  Ship  Jobs 

HIRING  Men  -  Women.  Summer/ 
Year  Round.  PHOTOGRAPHERS, 

TOUR  GUIDES,  RECREATION  PERSONNEL. 

Excellent  pay  plus  FREE  travel.  Caribbean, 
Hawaii,  Bahamas,  South  Pacitic,  Mexico 
CALL  NOW!   Call  refundable. 

1-206-736-7000,  Ext.600N2 


Mark  &  Jen: 

Oops!  I  seemed  to  have  maxed 
out  my  visa  card  again!  Can  I 
borrow  $537.20?  Mark- 1  love 
those  plaid  boxers  -  oh  what  sexy 
legs!  Here's  to  drunken  stupors! 
Love  Ally 

JJ.&Rox-Z: 

He  called!  J:  Scott  called!  I'm  in 

love  (again)! 

To  my  suitemates  in  NH435: 
I'm  notaplumbing  major-  it  isn't 
myfaultthebathroom  gets  flooded 
every  time  I  take  a  shower! 
435A 

Cindy... 

Stay  away  from  those  DAKA 
mushrooms... what,  do  you  think 
I  enjoy  blowing  up  rubber  gloves 
and  stealing  pillow  cases  from 
Burbankhospital??!!  Takecare! 
-President  of  the  Zero  Fanclub! 

Mary, 

Yousl...    Do  you  have  sheets  on 

your  bed  yet? 

"Tim, 

LOSER!  You  better  be  going  out 

with  the  109  Gang  on  April  4, 

12:00  p.m.  or  you're  the  biggest 

loser  ever! 

RS.  Keep  the  night  of  April  5th 

open  in  case  of  an  emergency 

road  trip  to  Nashua,  NH 

Kathy, 

Yeah  right,  lay  the  law  down 

Fletch, 

HisnameisnotJoe.it'sJonCock- 

toastin 

Mary, 

You'rehaircutturnsmeon!  You're 
one  in  a  million 

Good  Luck  to  all  of  my  friend 
who  are  graduating  in  91.  Keep 
in  touch 
Brian  Connell 

Jon, 

You  are  my  one  and  only  caped 

cod  crusader 

3  FSC  students  walk  into  a  bar,  1 
ducks.  Get  it? 

Leslie, 

I  really  miss  seeing  you  at  the 
photolab.  Pleasecomebacksoon. 
Your  photography  is  extraordi- 
nary. 

Michelle, 

What's  a  night  owl?  Oh,  I  think  I 

know! 

Dan 

Jim, 

Feed  me  a  bite  of  your  luscious 

chocolatechipRiceKrispieTreaL 
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Knuckle  Nilan  a  true  Bruin 


by  Cheryl  Hines 
Strobe  staff 

When  you  think  back  to  the 
days  of  the  big,  bad  Bruins  you 
may  remember  Bobby  Orr's 
StanleyCupwinninggoalorMike 
Milbury  beating  an  obnoxious 
fan  with  his  own  shoe.  The 
Bruins  of  today  play  a  much 
different  style  of  hockey  with 
much  less  fighting  and  rough 
stuff.  Todays  Bruins  have  great 
talent  but  before  this  season  they 
lacked  a  strong  physical  pres- 
ence, an  enforcer.  They've  had 
their  so-called  'bullies,' but  they 
needed  something  more. 

In  the  summer  of  1990,  aonce 
hated  Montreal  Canadian  (1979- 
1988)  and  New  York  Ranger 
(1988-1990)  namedChristopher 
Nilan  was  looking  for  a  change. 
The  Boston  Bruins  were  looking 
to  improve  their  physical  game 
and  this  Boston  native  was  the 
answer  to  their  problems.  Best 
known  as  Knuckles  Nilan,  the 
man  most  likely  to  be  found  in 
thepenalty  box  for  fighting.Nilan 
was  a  much  needed  addition  to 
the  Bruins.    He  has  averaged 


only  eighteen  points  per  season 
throughout  his  career  mosdy 
becauseof  injuries  thathave  held 
himback.  FortheBruins.hehad 
played  thirty-seven  games  scor- 
ing fifteen  points  before  his  left 
ankle  was  injured  while  shoot- 
ing baskets  at  the  Boston  Garden 
after  a  Bruins  practice. 

Chris  Nilan  had  one  major 
element  going  for  him  when  it 
came  to  starting  new  with  the 
Bruins.  He  was  a  home  town 
boy,  bom  in  Boston  andraised  in 
West  Roxbury.  He  attended 
Catholic  Memorial  High  School 
where  he  never  made  the  varsity 
hockey  team.  He  had  the  talent, 
but  the  Catholic  Memorial  bred 
players  with  non-pugnacious 
manners.  He  played  organized 
hockey  until  college  where  his 
play  greatly  improved.  AtNorlh- 
eastem  University  Nilan's  play- 
ing exploded  to  a  higher  level  of 
performance.  During  the  three 
years  Nilan  attended  Northeast- 
em,  the  Huskies  won  the  Bean- 
pot  and  many  other  important 
games.  After  his  junior  year 
Nilan  left  Northeastern  to  be- 
come a  Montreal  Canadian  and 


he  has  been  known  as  Knuckles 
Nilan  ever  since. 

As  a  Bruin,  Nilan's  game  has 
gone  up  two  notches.  He'shome 
again  and  he  has  proven  himself 
to  the  tough  Boston  crowd.  In 
his  first  appearance  as  a  Bruin 
thehomecrowdgavehimastand- 
ing  ovation  when  his  name  was 
announced.  Before  his  injury 
this  season  Nilan  was  on  the 
right  track  and  playing  well  for 
theB's.  Coach  Mike  Milbury, 
who  once  fought  Nilan  while 
both  were  playing,  has  nothing 
but  praise. 

"Chris  is  a  true  asset  to  our 
team  for  he  not  only  helped  our 
physical  game  a  great  deal,  but 
he  has  also  becomea  team  leader 
on  and  off  the  ice,"  Milbury  said. 

Chris  Nilan  has  proven  him- 
self to  be  a  true  Bruin.  He  has  re- 
covered from  left  ankle  surgery, 
and  he  hopes  to  help  his  home 
team  haveagreatplayoff  season. 

"I'm  telling  you,  I  was  going 
nuts  notbeing  able  to  skate,"  said 
Nilan.  This  once  hated  Hab  has 
turned  into  a  team  leader  and  fan 
favorite. 


Men's  track...  Mitchell  and  Shilale... 


(continued  from  pg.  12) 

FSC's  distance  runners  should 
also  put  in  some  key  perform- 
ances, with  three  runners  leading 
the  way  for  the  team.  Jason 
Cullinane,  the  ECAC  3000  me- 
ter champion  for  the  indoor  sea- 
son will  be  competing  in  the 
steeplechase  fortheFalcons.  Rich 
Carabba  will  race  in  the  5,000 
meters  while  Francisco  Hernan- 
dez will  compete  in  the  10,000 
meter  race. 

"We  look  very  good  for  the 
long  distance  races,"  said  Shee- 
han. 

FS  C  does  not  suffer  any  drop- 
off in  talent  in  the  field  events. 
Division  3  champion  Jim  Navin 
returns  to  defend  his  champion- 
ship in  the  high  jump.  Chris 
Smith  and  freshman  Scott 
McCabe  will  handle  pole  vault- 
ing duties  for  the  Falcons. 

"That  should  be  a  good  event 
forus,"Sheehansaid.  "Chrishas 
shown  considerable  improve- 
ment" 

Another  freshman  on  this 
young  FSC  team  is  Eric  LeGoy 
who  will  be  competing  in  the 
long  jump. 

"The  great  thing  is  that  there 
are  no  seniors  on  the  team,  and 
only  three  juniors.  We're  very 
young,"  said  Sheehan. 


(continued  from  page  12) 

look  ahead  or  back.  You  can't 
dwell  on  wins  or  losses  from  the 
past." 

Both  players  have  had  some 
goodexperiences  in  their  off  sea- 
son activities.  Someexperiences 
havebeenbetter  than  others.  Ryan 
enjoys  announcing  the  starting 
lineup  before  hockey  games  and 
Dave  has  had  his  share  of  almost 
being  beat  up  by  the  opposition 
andgetting  waterbucketsdumped 
on  him  by  opposing  cheerlead- 
ers. They  do,  of  course  each 
have  their  own  favorite  memo- 
ries. 

"Being  a  part  of  the  football 
team's  win  against  SMU  to  end 
the  losing  streak  was  great,' '  said 
Mitchell.  "I  was  trying  to  an- 
nounce touchdowns  andstuffbut 
the  crowd  was  so  loud  they 
couldn't  even  hear  me.  It  was 


great  to  be  a  part  of.  Ialsoenjoy 
announcing  the  50/50  raffle  at 
the  hockey  games.  The  crowd  is 
dead  silent  and  I'm  in  complete 
control  because  everyone  wants 
to  win  it" 

For  Dave,  it  was  tough  to  pick 
out  one  single  great  memory. 
"There  are  lots  of  the.  I  like 
working  with  little  kids  during 
the  game.  Their  reaction  kept 
megoing,  especially  when  it  was 
hot.  I  like  the  fans  too,  getting 
them  going.  I'll  miss  giving  the 
cheerleaders  the  fourth  quarter 
back  rubs.  It  became  kind  of  a 
tradition  and  they  kind  of  looked 
forward  to  it,"  Shilale  said. 

Those  things  have  provided  a 
lot  of  fun  memories  for  both 
Shilale  and  Mitchell  and  hope- 
fully they  can  add  some  great 
baseball  memories  this  season. 


SPORTS 
SYMPOSIUM 


by  Mike  Ippolito 
Strobe  staff 

Don'tbesurprised  if  you  see  the  Bruins  and  theBlues  playing  in  the 
finals. 

Then  again,  don't  be  surprised  if  you  see  the  Penguins  playing  the 
Blackhawks. 

Hey  Whalers  fans:  Ha!  Ha!  Ha! 

The  Red  Sox  may  not  win  the  World  Series  this  year,  but  at  least 
they'll  be  fun  to  watch.  What  a  lineup! 

Divisional  winners:  Red  Sox,  Royals,  Cubs,  Giants. 

Bo  Jackson  is  a  perfect  example  of  how  temporary  an  athlete's 
career  can  be. 

Speaking  of  Bo,  here's  hoping  he  somehow  makes  a  comeback  and 
sticks  to  baseball. 

Despite  his  supposed  decline  Larry  Bird  is  still  thekey  to  the  Celtics 
title  hopes. 

Poor,  poor  Rickey  Henderson.  How  does  he  liveon  only  $3  million 
per  year? 

One  of  the  greatest  names  in  sports  has  to  be  Nordiques  goalie  Ron 
Tugnutt 

Duke  has  now  made  the  Final  Four  five  out  of  six  years  and  four 
years  in  a  row. 

Did  I  miss  something  or  are  the  Whalers  still  only  the  second  most 
popular  hockey  team  in  New  England? 

The  Patriots  should  draft  Rocket  Ismail  as  their  number  one  pick. 

BrettHullshouldwinMostValuablePlayerintheNHL,butWayne 
Gretzky  probably  will. 

The  WLAF's  inaugural  season  has  begun.  Somehow  it  doesn't 
quite  have  my  heart  racing  with  excitement 

If  anyone  can  light  a  fire  under  the  Patriots,  Dick  McPherson  can. 

Baseball  Quiz:  Only  six  players  in  major  league  history  with  ten  let- 
ters or  more  in  their  last  name  have  hit  over  thirty  home  runs  in  a 
season.  Name  them:  Answer  below. 

The  Whalers  made  another  one  of  their  brilliant  moves  in  trading 
away  Ron  Francis. 

There's  no  way  Richard  Steele  should  have  stopped  the  Tyson- 
Ruddock  fight 

It  would  be  great  to  see  a  Celtics-Lakers  final  one  more  time  before 
Bird  and  Magic  retire. 

People  can  say  what  they  want  about  Roger  Clemens'  attitude,  but 
the  fact  remains  that  he  will  win  20-25  games  this  season. 

Thank  God  the  Hulkster  is  the  champ  again! 

The  Springfield  Indians  are  in  first  place  in  the  AHL  Northern 
Division. 

Quiz  Answer  Carl  Yastrzemski.TonyConigliaro.RicoPetrocelli, 
Darryl  Strawberry,  Roy  Campanella  and  Ted  Kluszewski. 
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Hockey  players  pleased 
with  season  performance 


Mitchell  and  Shilale: 
Voices  of  the  Falcons 


by  Mike  Ippolito 
Strobe  staff 

Fitchburg  State's  hockey  team 
may  have  had  its  season  end  in 
disappointment  with  a  4-3  over- 
time loss  to  Trinity  College  in  the 
EC  AC  North/South  Champion- 
ship, but  players  and  fans  will 
always  be  able  to  look  back  on 
this  season  as  one  of  the  best  in 
FSC  hockey  history.  Many  play- 
ers contributed  to  this  success 
and  (woof  the  team's  mostpiv- 
otal  players  were  junior  defense- 
man  Derek  Kendall  and  senior 
right  wing  Steve  Witkus.  Re- 
cendy,  Witkus  and  Kendall  ex- 
pressed the  feelings  shared  by 
their  teammates.  They'redisap- 
pointed  with  the  loss  to  Trinity, 
but  they  are  pleased  overall  with 
the  team's  effort  this  season  and 
looking  forward  to  an  even  bet- 
ter season  next  year. 

Witkus  summed  up  his  team 's 
feelings  best  "I'mpretty  pleased. 
We  won  one  championship 
(EC  AC  North),  we  wanted  two, 
but  we  lost  only  one  game  in  the 
league.  It  was  the  wrong  one  but 
we  gave  it  our  all,"  he  said. 

Kendall  echoed  his  teammates 
sentiments.alsocitingFSC'sout- 
standing  North/South  league  rec- 
ord. "I  feel  that  the  team  played 
well  throughout  the  season  and 
the  only  losses  we  had  were  to 
Division  2  teams  which  is  a  lot 
tougher  competition  than  within 
our  league.  I  just  feel  the  whole 
team  played  well,"  he  said. 

Probably  the  worst  part  of  the 
loss  to  Trinity  was  the  fact  that 
Witkus  and  the  other  seniors  on 
the  team  were  looking  to  avenge 
a  2-1  loss  to  the  Bantams  in  the 
1988  North/SouthChampionship 
which  was  played  atTrinity  their 


freshmanyear. 

"It  was  tough  losing  at  home 
my  freshman  year.  We  lost  2-1 
down  in  Hartford.  It  was  tough 
to  try  to  beat  them  down  there 
and  that's  why  to  lose  to  them  in 
our  own  place  was  difficult," 
said  Witkus. 

FSC's  playoff  season  should 
not  be  remembered  merely  for 
that  one  tough  loss.  In  getting  to 
the  championship  game,  FSC 
defeateda  tough  Plymouth  State 
team  5-3  and  outscored  the  high 
powered  offense  of  Suffolk 
University  10-8towintheECAC 
North  Championship. 

"That  was  a  tough  game  to 
play,"  said  Witkus.  "I'm  sure  the 
fans  loved  it,butthescorechanged 
so  much.  We'd  be  leading  then 
they  would  be  leading.  All  the 
lead  changes  made  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  play." 

For  Derek,  a  defenseman,  the 
game  was  even  tougher  and  less 
enjoyable.  "It's  tough  against  a 
team  that  is  very  offensiveif  you 
don '  t  play  good  defense  you  can 
really  get  yourself  in  a  bind.  As 
it  turned  out  we  didn't  play  too 
well  on  defense  and  we  were 
lucky  the  offense  was  there," 
said  Kendall. 

Kendall  will  be  back  next  sea- 
son to  help  the  Falcons  defend 
their  ECAC  North  Champion- 
ship and  make  another  run  at  the 
North/South  crown.  Despite 
losing  six  seniors,  including  tri- 
captainsSteveSuUivanJohnDaly 
and  Witkus,  Kendall  feels  confi- 
dent in  the  team's  chances. 

"I  feel  strong  coming  back," 
he  said.  "I  feel  we  have  a  very 
strong  defense,  two  sophomore 
goalies  in  Joe  Bina  and  Mike 
Maguire  who  shared  the  pipes 
very  well  this  season.  The  only 


Men's  track 
springs  towards 
outdoor  season 


by  Mike  Ippolito 
Strobe  staff 

After  a  very  successful  in- 
door season,  Fitchburg  State's 
Men's  track  team  was  preparing 
to  open  the  spring  season  as  The 
Strobe  wenttopressshortlyafter 
spring  break.  Coach  Jim  Shee- 
han  was  looking  forward  to 
continued  success  from  his  squad, 
and  with  good  reason. 

Probably  the  biggest  reason 
for  Sheehan's  optimism  is  the 


return  of  two  time  All  American 
Jeff  Moda  who  will  be  compet- 
ing in  the  100  meter  and  200 
meter  dashes.  Moda  is  the  Divi- 
sion 3  champion  in  the  200  me- 
tersandlookstodefendhiscrown 
this  year.  Moda  will  be  joined  in 
the  100  meter  dash  by  freshman 
John  Caouette.  FSC  will  be 
looking  to  Rodney  Simuel  in  the 
400  meters  and  Freshman  John 
Graves  in  the  800  meters  for 
some  good  efforts. 

(continued on  pg.  11) 


thing  we  are  going  to  be  lacking 
in  is  offense  because  we  are  los- 
ing a  lot  of  scoring  with  Witkus, 
SullivanandGordonDunngradu- 
ating.  It'll  be  tough,  but  I  think 
kids  like  Mark  Abbott  andKenny 
Venis  can  pick  up  the  slack," 
said  Kendall. 

Witkus,  now  looking  at  the 
team  as  an  outside  observer  also 
feels  the  team  can  again  reach 
great  heights.  "I  think  they  can 
score  goals  next  year.  Abbott 
scored  thirty  goals  this  year  as  a 
junior  andlthinkonlyfourpeople 
haveeverdonethatatthis  school. 
Kenny  Venis  has  all  the  tools. 
Todd  Flynn  was  ineligible  for  a 
semester  but  if  he  plays  a  full 
year  he'll  be  flying  again  like  he 
was  as  a  freshman ,"  said  Witkus. 

Kendall  expresses  the  same 
faith  in  his  returning  defense- 
men  as  Witkus  does  in  the  for- 
wards. "We've  gotBrian  Cotter, 
who's  an  excellent  defenseman. 
Scott  Livingston  is  a  very  strong 
defenseman.  Joe  Crowley  and 
Casey  Nelson,  who  were  both 
freshmen  this  year  and  should 
helpusoutnext  season.  Crowley 
and  Nelson  split  time  half  and 
half  and  they  had  an  excellent 
season.  Hopefully,  we'll  also 
bring  in  some  freshmen  next 
season  who  will  be  able  to  fill 
some  spots,"  Kendall  said. 

If  the  Falcons  play  anywhere 
as  close  to  how  they  played  this 
year  and  get  a  little  luck  in  the 
playoffs,  they  should  regain  the 
ECAC  North/South  Champion- 
ship next  year.  They  will  miss 
the  scoring  of  Witkus,  but  with 
other  top  scorers,  plus  the  return 
of  Kendall  and  other  defense- 
men  this  seems  to  be  a  very  rea- 
sonable goal. 


by  Mike  Ippolito 
Strobe  staff 

Ryan  Mitchell  and  Dave  Shi- 
lale are  two  of  Fitchburg  State's 
baseball  team's  tri-captains,  but 
that  is  not  their  only  contribution 
to  the  FSC  sports  scene.  During 
the  off  season  Ryan  does  the 
announcing  at  FSC  football  and 
hockey  games  and  controls  the 
scoring  clock  at  FSC  basketball 
games.  Ryan  also  controls  the 
scoreboard  at  all  hockey  games. 
Dave  is  the  Falcon  mascot  at  all 
FSC  football  games  and  controls 
the  shot  clock  at  basketball.  He 
also  fills  in  as  goal  judge  and 
scoreboard  operator  at  hockey 
games. 

Mitchell  and  Shilale  are  both 
seniors,  and  both  are  veterans  at 
both  baseball  and  their  offseason 
activities.  Shilale  has  been  on  the 
baseball  team  since  his  freshman 
year  and  Mitchell  hasbeen  a  team 
membersincehissophomoreyear. 
Both  also  have  plenty  of  experi- 
ence in  other  FSC  sports. 

"I  started  as  the  Falcon  my 
sophomore  year,"  said  Shilale. 
"A  friend  of  mine  was  a  cheer- 
leader and  all  the  cheerleaders 
thought  I  could  do  it.  I  liked 
ctownmgaroundandnobodyknew 
who  I  was  in  the  suit,  so  that 
helped." 

Mitchell  has  been  doing  his 
announcing  duties  for  quite  some 
time  no  w ,  but  he  was  a  little  nerv- 
ous the  first  couple  of  games.  "I 
started  with  football  two  years 
ago  and  just  went  from  one  sport 
to  another.  I  was  scared  the  first 
couple  of  football  games,  but  then 
I  got  very  comfortable  with  it," 
said  Mitchell. 

Ryan  and  Dave  are  roommates 
and  teammates  and  these  extra- 


curricular activities  give  the  two 
something  else  in  common.  It 
also  gives  the  two  a  chance  to 
help  out  the  teams  by  doing 
something  they  enjoy. 

"The  best  way  to  look  at  it  is 
that  we're  the  Falcon  and  die 
voiceof  the  Falcons,"  said  Dave. 

"We're  both  big  sports  fans, 
so  since  we'regoingtothegames 
anyway  we  may  as  well  help 
out,"  Mitchell  said. 

More  importanteven  than  any 
other  activities  is  the  teammates 
desire  to  improve  FSC's  base- 
ball team  this  season.  Unlike  the 
past  couple  of  seasons,  Shilale 
and  Mitchell  feel  there  is  plenty 
of  reason  for  optimism  this  sea- 
son. The  main  reason  for  this 
optimism  is  that  the  team  does 
not  have  to  rely  on  one  single 
part  of  the  team  to  carry  them 
this  year. 

"We've  never  had  so  many 
goodpitchersbefore.  Thatgives 
the  whole  team  much  more  con- 
fidence," said  Shilale. 

Mitchell  added,  "Pitching  is 
important,  but  we've  also  got  to 
put  some  runs  on  the  board.  In 
past  years  the  bats  have  gone  to 
sleep  in  the  late  innings,  but  that 
won't  happen  this  year." 

The  team  is  optimistic,  but  at 
the  same  time  they  have  not  set 
unrealistic  goals  for  themselves. 
Even  though  it  may  sound  like  a 
cliche  they  will  honestly  be  tak- 
ing the  season  one  game  at  a 
time. 

"The  only  game  we're  think- 
ing about  right  now  is  the  first 
game  against  Anna  Maria,"  said 
Shilale. 

"That's  how  it  has  to  be," 
Mitchell  concurred.  "Youcan't 

(continued  on  page  11) 


Ryan  Mitchell  and  Dave  Shilale,  two  of  FSC's  baseball  captains 


more  sports  on  pg.  11 


